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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: MATCHING COLLECTION TO VISION 


Harry E. Salyards 

In John Dunning’s novel Booked to Die, there’s a passage where protagonist Cliff 
Janeway muses how a cop establishes the truth of a case the same way a sculptor approaches a 
block of wood— ’’and carves away everything that doesn’t look like an elephant.” Similarly, I 
believe each collector has a vision of his or her own collection, conscious or unconscious— and we 
spend years accumulating, and disposing, and reaccumulating, all the while trying to match the 
shape of the collection to that vision in our heads. 

It starts out as a two-dimensional thing, of course— a handful of old coins which we lay 
out on a tabletop, perhaps, seeking some order— and two facts stand out: different dates, and 
different denominations. So we group them those ways, biggest to smallest and oldest to newest; 
and, voila!, there are gaps! If this is an accumulation of early Lincoln cents, for example, we 
notice at once that we have 1909 and 1910, but then they may skip to 1916— we wonder why, of 
course— but more immediately, as budding collectors, we want to fill those holes! The first step 
in doing so involves seeking out a coin show, or coin shop— where perhaps we purchase a 
Redbook. which largely answers that why?: the novelty of the coin had obviously worn off, 
demand fell, and so did mintages. But what’s this?— none of those coins we laid out on the table 
had any kind of letter below their dates— and yet, our Redbook tells us that there are D’s and/or 
S’ s for all those dates— the ones we have, and the ones we lack! 

So— you know what comes next: some kind of coin folder or album, with specific holes for 
all of the coins we “need” (do we stop at this point to ask, * by whose definition?’— likely not). 
And we set about filling holes. We may keep filling and filling, and never look up, until we have 
large Capital plastic holders filled with Unc and AU cents from 1857 to date (as 1 once had). But 
along the way, we learn that there are certain ambiguities— does the 1869/8 exist, or not? Should 
mint errors be included, or not? These questions are amplified if, by then, our “linear” collecting 
has taken us back into the large cent era. Why spend $900 for a mint state example of that 
disputed 1 869/8, when you could have three or four mint state large cents of the 1 850s for the 
same money? (The prices are from the 1979 Redbook, which was when I ‘crossed that 
Rubicon’. ) To merely ask these questions is to acknowledge a third dimension to collecting: the 
right to include or omit a particular coin according to a personal vision of “ completeness . ” 

Thus, while we may start our early copper quest by broadly collecting Sheldon varieties, 
we likely soon find that “completeness” is illusory— and the construct of 295 varieties is itself 
arbitrary! So we tend to narrow it down to a particular year, or run of years— and plumb the 
depths of variety, and even die state, collecting. But we have to come up for air, eventually. 
That’s when we finally ask ourselves: ‘What is the meaning of this collection?’ It’s then that the 
vision crystallizes: it’s about connectedness. This group of coins connects us to fellow 
collectors, living and dead. And because nobody else ever had precisely this combination of 
pieces, it becomes emblematic of each of us, as an individual. Then, like John Dunning’s 
sculptor, we set about the final ‘carving,’ trying to make the grouping of coins we lay out before 
us exactly tally with that vision of the perfectly-matched set we carry around in our heads. 

************* 
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BAY AREA COUNTERFEITS 


Gene Anderson 

Bay Area counterfeits (BAC) are exceptional “state-of-the-art” productions. 1 
These masterpieces of the counterfeiter’s art are produced using spark-erosion transfer 
dies and struck in a plain collar. In the spark-erosion process, a genuine coin is submersed 
in an electrolytic bath where the coin faces the counterfeiter’s die steel. An electric current 
is charged through the coin so that a spark jumps across the shortest gap between the coin 
and the die, thus etching the coin’s design onto the steel die. After both obverse and 
reverse have undergone the electrical current process, the dies are highly polished. This is 
necessary because once the dies have been etched, they remain somewhat pitted. The 
polishing generally will clean up the fields as well as the design if it is likewise polished. 2 3 4 5 6 
The coin is then struck using the polished dies and artificial toning completes the process. 

The origin of these counterfeits is unknown. They are referred to as “Bay Area 
counterfeits” because they were first noticed by the numismatic community in the San 
Francisco area. The earliest public comment on these coins can be found in the pages of 
The Numismatist ,Volume 93 Number 5, May 1980. This issue devoted page 1074 to 
what it calls a new series of counterfeits. EAC’s Penny-Wise also reported on these coins 
in Volume XIV, May 15, 1980, page 158. Tom DeLorey, an EAC member then 
associated with ANACS, discussed a BAC Sheldon 260 large cent that was sent in to 
them by a suspicious buyer. The buyer had purchased it from a mail order dealer working 
out of a post office box in a suburb of Harrisburg, PA. This individual had ordered a 
different item priced at $500, only to be told that it was sold out. As a substitute, he was 
offered this BU large cent for the same price. The coin was forwarded to ANACS for an 
opinion. It is possible, however, that these counterfeits were actually produced as early 
as the 1960’s, Personal correspondence with an east coast dealer indicates that he had 
owned two different BACs as early as 1962. These he purchased from Louis Werner of 
New York City. To the best of my knowledge, Mr. Werner died in the late 1970s. This 
dealer stated that he also showed the coins to Norman Stack who was impressed with 
their quality. 2 

The following is a list of known Bay Area counterfeits by date, denomination, and 
variety (if known). This listing and the defects listed later in the article come from a 
variety of sources. If interested, refer to the bibliography at the end of this article. 

1 . 1 802 large cent 

2. 1803 large cent S260 

3. 1 805/5 large cent 

4. 1811 large cent 

5. 1811/09 dime 

6. 1835 half cent 
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7. 1851/81 large cent N3 

8. 1852 large cent N6 

9. 1853 large cent 

10. 1865 two cent silver pattern 

11. 1872 small cent 

12. 1872 small cent with deliberate off center strike 

13. 1877 small cent 

14. 1909s small cent 


The only auction appearance of BACs that I am aware of was Superior Galleries’ 
Pre-Long Beach Sale of June 5-7, 2000. In this sale Lots 387 and 388 were two 1852 N6 
large cents described and plated. The coins were correctly identified as counterfeits and 
graded as MS 63 and MS 60 respectively. For reasons unknown to me, the lots were 
withdrawn prior to the auction. Pictures of various BACs can be found in the following 
publications: 

1. The Numismatist May 1980, Volume 93 # 5: page 1074 features the obverse and 

reverse of an 1803 large cent. 

2. Pennv-Wise Volume XIV ,1980, page 158: article by Tom DeLorey features the 

obverse and reverse of an 1 803 S260 large cent 

3. Pennv-Wise Volume XVI, 1982, page 117: article by John Wright features the 

obverse, reverse, and edge of an 1 852 large cent. 

4. PCGS’s Official Guide to Coin Grading and Counterfeit Detection' edited by Scott 

Travers, pages 234-235 features the obverse and reverse of an 1 835 half cent and 

the obverse and reverse of an 1 853 large cent. 

5. Superior Galleries Pre-Long Beach sale 5-7 June 2000 pages 53-54 feature the obverse 

and reverse of two 1852 N-6 large cents. 

6. Noyes/Lusk Numistudy DVD # 23983 and # 32771 are both BAC 1803 S2604 

Various writers have listed attributes for identifying these highly deceptive 
counterfeits. While authors differed sometimes in their opinion on how to spot a BAC, 
the following is a list that most agree upon. 

1 . The color on copper coins is sometimes a reddish violet, but it is also common to find 

them with a tan-brown coloring. 

2. The rims are flat and sometimes called prooflike. This is the result of being struck in a 

plain collar. You can actually stand these coins up on their rims. This is not 

possible on a genuine coin even if it is a proof. 

3. Though to a lesser degree, these coins have the typical flaws caused by the spark- 
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erosion process. These defects are raised lumps in the field, faded details for a 
high-grade coin, repeating depressions, and slightly rounded numbers and letters. 
The counterfeiter also had trouble simulating the reeding on coins that have 
reeding. 

Most of the specific information that has been published on BACs deals with the 
defects of 1803, 1851, 1852, and 1853 large cents. Below are additional identifiers for 
these individual dates. 

1. The 1803 S260 has vertical tool marks on Miss Liberty’s throat. 

2. The 1851 N3 has a dull lump in the field between the stem tip and “A”, a long dash 

midway between stars 12 and 13, and a small lump in the center of the bust over 
the left side of “8”. 

3. The 1852 N6 looks like Miss Liberty has a wad of bubble gum in her mouth. There is 

a glob connecting “8” and the bust. The dentilation design is not two- tiered. In 
fact the dies end at the dentils causing rim bulges outside the dentils. 

4. The 1853 large cent has doubling in the date and a repeating depression on Miss 

Liberty’s cheek. 

Because these counterfeits are struck, they have a nice ring to them when tapped 
with a pencil. The large cents are within an acceptable range when it comes to their weight 
and diameter; however, their rims are too wide. For the purpose of illustration, below are 
the weights, diameters, rim width, and reverse die rotation of two BACs I have in my 
possession. 


1803 S260 


1852 N6 


Weight 

10.7 grams 

Weight 

10.5 grams 

Diameter 

28.6 mm 

Diameter 

27.8 mm 

Edge 

2.1 mm 

Edge 

2.2 mm 

Rotation 

0 degrees 

Rotation 

0 degrees 


I would welcome input from readers about BACs in their collections, information 
not mentioned in this article, or constructive criticism that would improve any follow up 
article I might write in the future. My thanks to all who took time to answer my 
correspondence both written and electronic (including Region 8). Your responses 
provided me with both information and guidance. This group includes Steve Carr, Mary 
Sauvain, Michael Fahey, Bob Grellman, David Palmer, Denis Loring, Chuck Heck, Dan 
Demeo, and Jane Colvard. 
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Notes 


1 J.P. Martin, Detecting Counterfeit and Altered US Coins. An ANA Correspondence 
Course (Colorado Springs, CO: ANA School of Numismatics, 1996), 3. 

2 John W. Dannreuther, Official Guide To Coin Grading & Counterfeit Detection (New 
York: House of Collectables, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997), 227-228. 

3 East coast dealer, personal correspondence. August 4 and 19, 2003 and January 12, 
2004. This dealer preferred not to be named. 

4 EAC Region 8, Newsletter # 364, August 17, 2003. 
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Error Half Cents - When and What Kinds? 

Bill Eckberg 


The purpose of this article is to summarize which kinds of half cent errors are the most 
common (perhaps I should say “least rare”, since all errors combined are mid R3) and whether 
different kinds of errors characterize different periods in the 1793-1857 era. My recent statistical 
analysis of half cent errors [1] revealed several general findings. 1) Error coins are quite rare 
throughout the series. 2) The varieties struck between 1796-8 exhibit by far the highest error 
frequency. 3) The overall fraction of known errors for the earliest varieties is only about two- 
three times that of the last varieties, so quality control improved, but not by as much as might be 
expected. Here I report that certain planchet flaws are characteristic of the 1793-5 issues, that 
certain other planchet flaws and striking errors characterize the 1796-8 era and that two kinds of 
striking errors are particularly common in a few issues of 1804-1805. 

Errors can occur in planchet production/preparation, die production/deterioration or striking. 
For this study, I did not count die errors. Of the other two, striking errors were far more common 
than planchet errors, accounting for about 80% of those reported. Both planchet and striking 
errors were found throughout the series. For some reason, striking errors usually seem to add to 
the value of a coin, whereas planchet errors detract. A multi-struck coin or an overstrike in which 
the undertype has not been obliterated generally sells for more than it would without the error. A 
coin with a lamination or a cracked or fissured planchet often sells for less; it is almost as if 
collectors think of them as “damaged coins”, which they are not. Based on rarity, planchet errors 
should be more valuable, since striking errors are far more common. It can’t be merely 
aesthetics, since multi-strikes, broadstrikes and brockages often make a coin look even more 
abnormal than one struck on an abnormal planchet. 

By far, the most common type of error half cent is the multi- (including double-) strike. This 
kind of error is R3+. These accounted for over half of the coins in the database. However, not all 
types were equally common multi-struck. Lettered edge coins are extremely rare with multi- 
strikes. Only two were reported to me. By contrast, about 50 were reported in the plain edge 
Liberty Cap series, or about 20% of all multi-strikes. Thereafter, the proportion decreased 
sharply. I have suggested [1] that the most likely reason for this is that the Mint could ill-afford 
to waste half cent planchets during the period when these were produced. Multi-strikes are found 
throughout the later series, but are extremely rare for most varieties. The only varieties with 10 
or more multi-strikes reported were the 1795 C6, 1797 Cl and C2 (all on token stock), 1804 C9, 
Cl 1 and C13, 1805 Cl, 1807 Cl, 1808 C3 and 1809 06. As might be expected, the C13 had the 
most such errors — it is no more rare than R5+ as a multi-strike. It is also by far the most 
common half cent variety. Curiously, among the 1804s the C9 and Cll are R2. Each is 
considerably more common multi-struck than the otherwise more common C8, CIO or C12. No 
obvious explanation presents itself for this. The C9s were almost certainly struck within a few 
days of the C8s, and the Cl Is were probably delivered with the first of the C13s (also somewhat 
disproportionately common multi-struck) [2]. Can there be a connection between the use of an 
obviously defective reverse die and the release of an excessive number of error coins? It is 
possible that both of these findings indicate that there was some kind of difficulty at the Mint. 
The 1805 Cl presents an interesting case. A low R2 coin, it was represented by over a dozen 
multi-strikes. This variety was most likely delivered in December 1805. It was the only variety 
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delivered in the second half of that year, and no half cents were delivered in the first half of 
1806, Thus its production was quite isolated from that of other varieties. Perhaps there was some 
kind of emergency situation at that time that could also explain the reuse of the imperfect 
stemless reverse. Similarly, the first 1806 Cls were struck after but delivered with the small 
6/stems varieties, so it is likely that this variety was rushed into production as well. 

The next three most common errors were all R5. Brockages are the most common of these by 
a very small margin, but they are very non-random in their distribution. Only a single example 
was reported for the entire Liberty Cap series. Likewise, there was only one among the Coronet 
series. A single variety was R7 as a brockage: the 1808 C3, but the most common blockage, 
1804 C13, is no more rare than R6 (an example of a reverse brockage is shown in Figure la). 
These two varieties accounted for well over a third of the brockages. The mintage of 1800-181 1 
accounted for over 80% of them. A brockage is a spectacular-looking error, but unfortunately 
about 80% of them were subsequently struck again, obliterating most of the evidence of the 
brockage. Breen [3] illustrates one reverse and two different obverse full brockages; this is about 
one-quarter of the total reported. If you have a brockage half cent in your collection that was not 
overstruck, you have a very rare coin. The author owrs a mated pair partial brockage 1796 with- 
pole (illustrated at the end of this article in Figure 4; unfortunately, it is a product of the Gallery 
Mint Museum, not the United States Mint). Having a mated pair allows us to see the effect of the 
brockage strike on the original coin. The second strike only minimally distorted the design, but it 
has noticeably reduced its relief. As a result of studying this pair, I believe the flattened relief 
would probably not be detectable in a coin not otherwise known to be a brockage-maker, 
especially after brief circulation. 



Fuhrman collection), b. 1825 C2 approximately 50% off-center (Davy collection). 

The off-center strike is also R5. The 1795 C6 was the most common of these. This is not 
surprising given the emergency nature of the issue, but it was still mid R7. It was followed 
closely by the 1809 C3 and C5. Figure lb shows an 1825 C2 that is about 50% off-center. Only a 
single substantially off-center strike was reported for the lettered edge varieties, which suggests 
that the coiners were careful in hand-feeding the press. None were reported after 1832. The 
introduction of the close collar seems to have eliminated the problem of off-center strikes. This is 
to be expected. 
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The R5 errors also included a single planchet error, the clipped planchet. As I noted in the 
previous article, I restricted my analysis to significant clips {affecting more than just the dentils) 
and curved clips that leave the coin out of round. While I have not kept careful records, it is my 
impression that there are MANY minor planchet clips. As we often read of the problems the 
Mint had making its own planehets in the early days, I had expected that there would be 
relatively more such errors in the earliest times. Surprisingly, this was not the case. Only two 
were reported for the lettered edge Liberty Cap series. There was no obvious time for which 
clipped planehets appeared more common than others with the exception of the plain edge 
Liberty Caps. Seven examples were reported in this series (~12.5% of the clipped planehets), 
whereas the surviving coins of this type represent ~ 2 % of the total. This is a very interesting 
finding, since the half cents of this type were almost all struck on cut-down tokens and large 
cents. Each of these planehets was cut from a single coin. The author has an example of a 1795 
C6 with a curved clip showing partial edge lettering (“STORE O”) from the host Talbot, Allum 
and Lee token but no obverse or reverse undertype (Figure 2a). Evidently, the Mint personnel 
had inordinate trouble centering these discs in the planchet cutter. 



Figure 2. Examples of planchet error half cents from the plain edge Liberty Cap series, a. 1795 C6 
with a curved clip K1Q-K1 and a planchet crack K6. The curved clip has edge lettering that reads 
“STORE O”. b. 1795 C5 with a planchet flaw that resulted in a chip falling out K10. The C6 was 
obviously and the C5 presumably struck on token stock (collection of the author). 


The other two types of errors related to planchet production, laminations/fissures and 
eracked/split planehets, were each R7-/R6+. Nearly half of the former were present among the 
lettered edge varieties that make up about 2.5% of the surviving half cent population. Over half 
of the latter were found in the plain edge Liberty Caps (~2% of the survivors). It seems obvious 
that most of the planchet fissures and laminations must have been the result of the quality put out 
by the Mint’s rolling mills, and most of the cracks and splits must have resulted from damage to 
the host coins on which the plain edge Liberty Caps were struck. The author owns a 1795 C5 
from which a fragment of the planchet has dropped out (Figure 2b) and two coins with dropped 
laminations that must have fallen out even before the coins were struck. The first is a 1793 C4 
with an obverse lamination in which the reverse letters opposite it are not struck up; the other, an 
1853 is illustrated in Figure 3. It is an extraordinarily dramatic error in which three stars are 
missing and the area where they should be has all the characteristics of a blank planchet. His 
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clipped, edge-lettered 1795 C6 also exhibits a planchet crack (figure 2a). This, like the multi- 
strikes over most brockages, shows that coins may have more than one error. 



Figure 3. An 1853 half cent with 10 stars. The reverse exhibits a large and deep lamination that dropped 
out before the rim was upset leaving an uneven area. As a result, part of the obverse (Kl-4) has the 
characteristics of a type 2 blank planchet (collection of the author). 

Two types of striking error are R7+: broadstrikes and misaligned dies. A11 of the former were 
dated between 1804-9; the latter were scattered throughout the series. Whether anything can be 
made of this is unclear, as the numbers are very small. The author once owned a broadstruck 
1809 C2. He sold it several years ago. 

Lastly, we have the errors that are unique or nearly so. These include coins with railroad 
rims, coins struck with a second planchet (uniface, die caps), etc. These errors, like brockages, 
are spectacular. They are also exceedingly rare in the half cent series. Because of their 
uniqueness and rarity, little can be concluded about the processes by which or the times in which 
they were produced. 

Breen [3] has discussed the production of many types of error half cents in detail. Some 
general conclusions can be drawn from this exercise that confirm or refute a few of Breen’s 
assertions. First, he is correct in that characteristic errors can be produced that result from 
manufacturing flaws at each part of the minting process - planchet production, die production 
and striking. However, there are two periods that Breen specifically mentions as rife with errors: 
1802-1803 because of the use of spoiled cent planchets, and 1804-1808 because Congress was 
loath to purchase more planchets than the Mint actually turned into coins. My findings refute the 
former; they provide support for the latter only insofar as it applies to the 1804 C.9, Cl 1, C13 and 
1805 Cl varieties. No other varieties of the period seem to be rich in errors relative to other eras. 
They also demonstrate that both planchet- and striking-related errors are (relatively) more 
common in the plain edge Liberty Cap series than in any other. This is apparently the result of 
the Mint’s need to produce the maximum number of half cents from a minimal number of 
relatively poor-quality planchets. These observations and those I reported in the previous article 
[1] show that rather than treating “the Little Half-Sisters” with distain, the Mint did the best job 
that it could with even its lowest-denomination coins. 


-81- 


XXXVIII/ 221 


In the end, should this surprise us? I think not. Consider that a half cent, though it was the 
lowest denomination coin the U.S. government ever produced, had real buying power at the time. 
It was worth roughly a quarter in today’s money. Maybe most folks won’t stoop down to pick up 
a cent on the sidewalk, but nearly anyone would stoop to pick up a quarter - or even a dime. In 
the earliest days, most Mint workmen earned no more than a dollar a day, so let’s figure $6 for a 
6-day workweek. A half cent to a person with such an income is proportional to a dollar for 
someone making $50,000 a year. Is there anyone reading this who thinks a dollar on the sidewalk 
wouldn’t be worth picking up? 



Figure 4 . Brockage and brockage-maker mated pair. Note that the original strike has a small pianchet 
clip (K6) that impressed the brockage. The brockage strike has only minimally distorted the original coin, 
but its relief has been noticeably flattened (Gallery Mint Museum products; collection of the author). 
Despite their not being real coins, such items can be instructive for study as the finding of a genuine 
mated pair brockage half cent in high grade is unlikely. 
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A Listing of Proof Half Cents with the CORONET HEAD OBVERSE and the 

SMALL BERRY REVERSE 

Richard T. Coleman, Jr. 


This style of proof half cent is the "catch-all" group that are commonly 
considered to be "Originals". Some pieces are controversial at best. The 
pieces dated 1849 and 1851 that are listed here do not have the deep mirror 
surfaces that some of the pieces dated 1850, 1854 or 1855 exhibit. They have 
been called proofs, primarily because of their crisp strikes and unusually sharp 
details. I list them here for completeness. 

The listing can be summarized as follows: 

Date Number of Coins Listed 


1849 

1850 

1851 

1854 w/lump on I 

1854 Bronze 

1855 

1856 w/lump on I 

1856 no lump on I 

1857 lump on A 


2 

22 

6 

11 

1 

30 

10 

2 [unverified] 

3 


The listing is not organized as a condition census. 


1849 Large Date 


1. Stu Levine//private collector, rev. rim dent at K-2. 

2. Mickley//S . Crosby//ANA sale [A. Kosof f , August 13-16, 1958], Lot 603 [as 

1848 ] //W. Breen// J. Hanson//D. Partrick, splendid iridescent proof, not 
seen . 


Additional Listings 

A. Harlan P. Smith collection [S . H . & H. Chapman, December 9-13, 

1890], Lot 1982//possibly Charles Foster [ 1951-2 ] //New England 
Rare Coin Galleries, December 3-4, 1976, Lot 108. 
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1850 


1. 1976 ANA Convention Auction Sale [Ragin' s, August 24, 1976], 

Lot 207/ /Robert W . Barker [Stack ' s , November, 1986//Paramount 
Numismatic Services [Auction ' 87 ] , Lot 2, mint red mixed with 
sea-green, purple and iridescent tones, thick, square edges. 

2. Lester Merkin, February, 1972, Lot 62//B&R, November, 1976, Lot 403// 

B&R, June, 1977, Lot 3136//Superior Galleries, July 26-27, 1985 
[Auction' 85] , Lot 503//Dr .Wallace Lee duplicates [Superior Galleries, 
May, 1989], Lot 90//Martin Paul [The Rarities Group] //Jascha Heifetz 
collection [Superior Galleries, October 1-4, 1989], Lot 3421, 
handling marks, cleaned and recolored, PCGS PR63BN . 

3. Heritage Numismatic Auctions, June, 1995, Lot 5008, carbon spots at 18 

in the date, mint red and brown, NGC PF64RB [174012-001] . 

4. RARCOA, Inc., July, 1979 [Auction' 79] , Lot 1007, light edge dent 

at K-7 , small spot on rev. rim at K-8, reddish olive brown. 

5. Joseph H. Spray collection [Stack' s, April, 1975], Lot 12. 

6. Stack's, July 31 & August 1, 1987 [Auction ' 87 ] , Lot 509//A.Hain 

collection [Stack' s, January 15, 2002], Lot 715, cleaned and recolored. 

7. New Netherlands Coin Co.//Kagin's Sale No. 304, November, 1974, 

Lot 721, spot between tip of nose and star 3. 

8. Charles J. Dupont collection [sold as "Anderson-Dupont" , Stack's, 

November 11-13, 1954], Lot 1150//John J. Pittman, obv. mostly red, 
small nick E of star 4, spot E of star 9, spot under eye, rev. 
iridescent violet, blue-green and blue, 83.9 grains. 

9. obv. of the 1879 Frossard Monograph plate//George W. Merritt// 

Ed.Frossard, January, 1879, Lot 333//Ed. Frossard//William B.Hale [B.Max 
Mehl Mail Bid Sale No. 94, November, 1939], Lot 317//Floyd T. Starr 
collection [Stack' s, June 13-14, 1984], Lot 880// Stack's, March 23, 
1994, Lot 515, two marks near star 12, scratch before nose. 

10. 1980 ANA [Steve Ivy Numismatic Auctions, Inc., August, 1980], Lot 922, 

obv. beautiful red brown darkening at top, with hints of blue, rev. 
darker bluish with hints of red, PCGS PR65RB [1312 . 65/1519993] . 

11. A. VattemarreZ/ Biblioteque Nationale [Paris] . 

12. Joseph Brobston [Stack' s Fixed Price List No. 69, January, 1963] //Louis 

Helfenstein [Lester Merkin, March, 1968], Lot 155//L. Merkin, June, 1971, 
Lot 541, entire date recut, dark steely iridescent, lightly hairlined. 

13. Loye L. Lauder [William Doyle Galleries, December 15, 1983], Lot 314// 

Mike Hodder [Spink & Son, Ltd.] //Spink & Son, Ltd. Sale No. 38, October, 
1984, Lot 1087, uneven reddish-brown and steel blue toning, marred in 
obv. field between neck and stars 1 & 2. 

14. Dorothy Nelson for the owner of the TAD collectionb [Stack' s, March 15, 

1975, Lot 878, obv. mint red, rev. toned but with considerable color. 
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15. Eavenson collection [S . H .&. H . Chapman, April, 1903], Lot 161//Hillyer 

Ryder//Wayte Raymond, May, 1945//New Netherlands Coin Co.'s 44th Sale, 
June, 1954, Lot 332//Mrs .R.H.Norweb//Norweb collection [B&M, October, 
12-13, 1987], Lot 125, brick-red and blue-steel, interestingly noted as 
one of four or five seen with the "reverse of 1849", the others being 
lightly impressed, 85.6 grains. 

16. Jeff Morris Notrica//Superior Galleries, October, 1990, Lot 3383//Joel 

Rettew, flan clip. 

17. Vintage Auctions, February, 1989, Lot 139, reddish brown, a few small 

marks on Liberty's cheek and one in the field. 

18. N.E.R.C.A., November, 1980, Lot 18, blemish free, toned with hints of 

original red. 

19. C. Ramsey Bartlett [Stack ' s, February, 1966], Lot 523, tiny obv. rim nick. 

20. Joseph Brobston [Stack' s. May, 1956], Lot 1520, light olive iridescence. 

21. Philip M. Showers collection [Stack ' s privately in 1969] //Willis I. 

duPont//Superior Stamp & Coin Co. [1976] //Joe Flynn & Son Rare Coins// 
unknown provinance//seen at the 1996 Silver Dollar Show, Dallas, 
Texas//Bowers & Merena, Inc., Rare Coin Review Nos. 117 thru 122, 
May/June, 1997 thru March/April, 1998, PCGS PR65RB [1312.65/8097518], 
red brown with a "crown" of toning above head around stars 7 and 8, 
spot under eye, small rev. spot after last A in AMERICA. 

22. R. E .Naftzger, Jr . //E . Streiner//D. Kagin & A.Lustig, 

NGC PF64RB [142117-010] . 


1851 

1. Mint Cabinet collection; Smithsonian Institution . 

2. Thomas Cleneay collection [S . H . & H. Chapman, December 9-13, 1890], 

Lot 1985//Peter Mougey//William H . Woodin [Thomas L. Elder's 43rd sale, 
September 1, 1910], Lot 335//Hillyer Ryder//Wayte Raymond [December, 
1944] //New Netherlands Coin Co.'s 44th sale, June 23, 1954, Lot 333// 

S . J.Ostrowski//Hal Webber//private collector, obv. almost fully red, 
lint mark before eye, light tarnish spot after star 7, traces of blue 
and steel toning on rev. together with a tiny rev. rim mark at K-8 1/2, 
82.9 grains. 

3. Joseph Brobston collection [Stack ' s Fixed Price List No. 69, January, 

1963], red and purple, a trifle dull. 

4. Walter Breen//Jon Hanson//Donald Groves Partrick. 
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5. 1976 ANA[Stack' s] , Lot 208//Ellis Robison [Stack' s, February, 1982], 

Lot 387 / /Stack ' s , August, 1982 [Auction' 82] , Lot ll//Carvin Goodridge// 
Steve Ivy Numismatic Auctions, Inc. No. 3, August, 1983, Lot 1145// 
Carvin Goodridge, bluish sea-green with some faded mint color on the 
reverse, tiny die defect below ear lobe and another to the SW. 

6. David Bland, Jr. Rare Coin Galleries Fixed Price List, February, 1974. 


Additional listings 

A. ex. New Netherlands Coin Co., October, 1953//John J. Pittman 
collection [David Akers Numismatics , Inc . , October 21-23, 
1997], Lot 158//#158, iridescent pink and blue, not a proof, 
82.7 grains. 


1854 Rust Pit on I 

1. Philip M. Showers collection [Stack ' s privately in 1969] //Willis I. 

duPont//Superior Stamp & Coin Co . [ 197 6] // Joe Flynn & Son Rare Coins, 
dark steel with blue iridescence, planchet lamination from K-8 1/2 on 
rev. rim SE across entire planchet, 68.4 grains. 

2. H.P. Smith collection [May 9, 1906], Lot 1233//Hillyer Ryder//Wayte 

Raymond [December, 1944] //New Netherlands Coin Co.'s 44th Sale, 

Lot 336//Dr.S. J. Os trows ky/ /unknown provenance// Hal Webber[Chevy Chase 
Coin Co. ] //private collector, August, 1973, dark steel with lavender 
and blue iridescence, 80.4 grains. 

3. New Netherlands Coin Co. [1953] //Norweb collection [B&M, October 12-13, 

1987], Lot 133//R.E.Naftzger,Jr.//E. Streiner/ /A. Lustig & D.Kagin// 

J . Gervasoni [ Scorpio] // 1 996 ANAfHeritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc., 
August 14-17, 1996], Lot 6502//Heritage, F.U.N., January 6-8, 1999, 

Lot 61 4 3/ /Superior Stamp & Coin, September 19-21, 1999, Lot 380, B&M, 
F.U.N., January 4, 2000, Lot 9, obv. spot at bridge of nose, spot 
between 8 and 5, spot under chin, medium brown, rev. hairlines, 

NGC PF64RB [142117-017] , 85.7 grains. 

4. Joseph Brobston collection [Stack ' s Fixed Price List No. 69, January, 

1963] //Loye L. Lauder [William Doyle Galleries, December 15, 1983], 

Lot 319, dark mint color but dull, possibly cleaned. 

5. Stack's, July 7-8, 1989[Auction ’89], Lot 1531//Stack ' s, August 10-11, 

1990 [Auction ' 90] , Lot 19//January 12-13, 2000, Lot 1585//probably CVM, 
November, 2002, obv. mint red with pale steel blue overtones, rev. 
light golden brown, wire rims on both sides, spot over eyebrow, 

82.1 grains. 

6. Dr. Wallace Lee collection, PCGS PR63BN . 

7. Louis Helfenstein collection, March 6-7, 1968, Lot 160, hairlined, rev. 

rim stain at K-7. 
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8. Dr . C . H . Allenburger collection [B . Max Mehl, March 23, 1948], Lot 1140// 

John J. Pittman collection [David Akers Numismatics, Inc., October 21-23, 
1997], Lot 161/ /Chris Napolitano [Summit Rare Coins] and Jason Carter, 
two tiny marks on the jaw, obv. with mint red with blue and violet 
toning, rev. muted red with brown and violet highlights, 84.0 grains. 

9. Adolph Friedman collection [Numismatic Gallery, August, 1946], Lot 1404// 

unknown collector//Heritage, August 5-7, 1998, Lot 5847//Superior Stamp 
& Coin, September 19-21, 1999, Lot 381, obv. speckles, rev. fingerprint 
below wreath, PCGS PR63BN. 

10. David Bland, Jr. Galleries, Inc., Fixed Price List, February, 1977. 

11. Stu Levine, EAC, April, 2001// J. Danreuther//Howard Barron, formerly PCGS 

PR63BN [01323 . 63/2240544] , removed from slab, light streak from K-10 
thru face, small spot NW of star 12, magenta, spot high on neck, rev. 
is two tone with the light portion on upper left third. 


Additional listings 

A. Henry Blair collection [Charles Steigerwalt, October 14, 

1896] //J.M.Clapp//John H . Clapp/ / Clapp estate [1942] //Louis E. 
Eliasberg//Eliasberg estate collection [B&M, May 20-22, 

1996], Lot 477//#366, faded red obv., brown rev., not a 
proof, 83.6 grains. 

B. Robert H. Pelletrau collection [Stack' s, January 30-31, 

February 1, 1958] , Lot 528, deep rose color, not seen. 

C. Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, Inc., F.U.N. sale, January 8, 

1987, Lot 75, spot on neck, smudge above hair bun, not a proof. 


1854 [80% Cu, 16% Sn, 4% Ag; "Bronze"] 

1. William H. Woodin//F. C . C . Boyd//The Palace collection of King 
Farouk [1954] // James P. Randall [1957] //Norweb collection [B&M, 

October 12-13, 1987], Lot 134, described as copper-nickel, actually 80% 
Cu, 16% Sn and 4% Ag, 83.4 grains. 


Additional Listings 

A. Charles J. Dupont collection [sold as "Anderson-Dupont" , Stack's, November 
11-13, 1954, Lot 1155//Stack' s, March 15, 1975, Lot 880, a toned proof 
which exhibits a copper-nickel coloration, actually determined to be 
copper, 84 grains. 
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1855 


1. C.E.Bullowa, June 15, 1997, Lot 224, red with deep mirrors on both obv. 

and rev., spot before mouth, smudged over head and by star 12 and date, 
spot over head, another W of star 13, scratches from back of neck into 
field, other light hairlines, PCGS PR64RB [1327 . 64/4820566] . 

2. John Work Garrett// Johns Hopkins University//Garrett collection [B&R, 

November 28-29, 1979], Lot 49//Stack's, July 8, 1989 [Auction' 89] , 

Lot 1532, dusky mint orange overall with some light toning, wire rim on 
obverse, spot near star 13, probably a proof, 84.8 grains. 

3. Loye L. Lauder [William Doyle Galleries, December 15, 1983], Lot 321, 

obv. olive and magenta, rev. mahogany and steel blue. 

4. Eliasberg estate collection [B&M, May 20-22, 1996], Lot 479//Mark Hager// 

1997 ANA sale, [Heritage, July 30-August 2, 1997], Lot 5823// 
C.McCawley//C.V.M. FPL No. 55, 1997//Superior Stamp & Coin Co., February 
8-10, 1998, Lot 766//T. Reynolds, obv. blue and magenta, rev. light 
blue, golden brown planchet, spot before bridge of nose, another by 
star 12, light obv. hairlines between stars 4 and 5, another over head, 
numerous obv. lint marks, esp. between stars 1 and 2, over bun and west 
of star 11, NGC PF65BN [610013-003] , 85.0 grains. 

5. Hathaway & Bowers// Tett , obv. red brown, rev. darker, carbon 

spot on back of hair, 81.2 grains. 

6. R. E .Naftzger, Jr . //sold with the T.J. Clarke collection 

[A.Kosoff, April 21, 1956], Lot 489, red. 

7. Joseph Brobston collection [ Stack ' s Fixed Price List No. 69, January, 

1963//Ellis Robison collection [Stack' s, February 10-13, 1982], 

Lot 392//Albert W. Savage collection [Stack ' s, October 14-15, 1997], 

Lot 35, brown, planchet flaw in dentils under first 5, rev. dentils 
weak at K-7 to K-8, purple and green toning, NGC PF65BN [676942-002] . 

8. Galerie Des Monnaires of Geneva, Ltd., Sale No.l, November, 1981, 

Lot 12. 

9. Lester Merkin, February, 1972, Lot 64//B&M, June, 1987, Lot 11. 

10. Henry L.Jewitt collection [Edward Cogan, January, 1876], Lot 2170// 

George W. Merritt collection [Ed. Frossard, January, 1879], Lot 340// 
Thomas Warner collection [ S . H . & H. Chapman, June, 1884], Lot 3151, obv. 
on the Frossard Monograph plate, red, fingerprint in right obv. field. 


11. James B. Wilson collection [Thomas L. Elder Sale No. 21, November, 1908], 

Lot 1138//Hillyer Ryder//Wayte Raymond, Inc. Mail Bid Sale, November, 
1945, Lot 62// Joseph H. Spray collection [Stack' s, April, 1975], Lot 13, 
toning left of face, small pit on neck, 82.7 grains. 

12. Louis Helfenstein collection [Lester Merkin, March, 1968], Lot 161, fiery 

red, a spot between F A. 

13. Quality Sales Corp., November, 1978, Lot 113, reddish purple and golden 

brown. 
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14. New England Coin Co. [Henry J. Berube], January, 1966, Greater Houston 

Money Show, Lot 19, purplish red. 

15. Kagin's Sale No. 325, September, 1981, Lot 229, rainbow colors. 

16. S . H . Chapman [privately. May 1908 ] //Hillyer Ryder//Wayte Raymond 

[May, 1945] //New Netherland Coin Co., Inc. Sale No. 44, June, 

1954, Lot 337/ /Dr.S.J. Ostrowsky/ /possibly to Hal Webber, pale 
red and blue, "carelessly made", a few granular and other 
defects, very small nick above L in HALF. 

17. Stack's, August 13-14, 1982 [Auction ' 82 ] , Lot 13, obv. medium 

olive steel brown, some mint red, rev. medium olive steel 
blue-green, spot at tip of coronet. 

18. Stack's, August 14-15, 1980 [Auction ' 80] , Lot 1039//Walter 

Pershke [Numisco] , medium light olive brown diffused with 
faded mint red, lint mark behind shoulder, two nicks between 
coronet and star 5. 

19. Kagin's Sale No. 304, November, 1974, Lot 34. 

20. Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., November, 1976, Lot 404. 

21. George F. Scanlon collection [Stack ' s, November, 1973], Lot 38, 

russet with steel overtones. 

22. Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, Inc. , May, 1985, Lot 28, 

cleaned, ANACS Cert .No. F0889-G. 

23. Hanks & Assoc . //Superior Galleries, Inc, August, 1992, Lot 8// 

Jesse Lipka [Numismania] //unknown provenance//Heritage, 

January 6-8, 1999, Lot 6144, cleaned and recolored light 
steel and light green, light scratches above AL in HALF, 
small planchet defect in field NE of star 3 in front of nose, 

NGC PF63RB [239430-001] . 

24. D.O. Hughes, November 20, 1946//John J. Pittman collection [ David 

Akers Numismatics , Inc . , October 21-23, 1997], Lot 162//Gary 
Adkins, N.S.,Inc., nearly full mint red and gold, spot on rim 
E of star 2, spot touching lower lip, light hairlines, 

81.1 grains. 


25. Philip M. Showers collection [Stack ' s privately in 1969] //Willis I. 

duPont//Superior Stamp & Coin Co. [1976] //Joe Flynn & Son Rare Coins. 

26. James A. Stack, Sr. [Stack's, November 29-30, 1989], Lot 98// 

unknown provenance//Larry Whitlow, formerly sea-green, now 
mahogany brown with subdued green, recolored, lint mark SE of 
star 8, another between stars 9 and 10, small planchet defect 
in obv. field before nose, die polishing marks in lower right 
obv. field, odd planchet flaw from star 12 to star 1 just 
touching left base of 1, a similar flaw nearly encircles the 
entire reverse, lint mark on rev. rim above A in AMERICA, 
another left of C in CENT, rev. rim shows circumferential 
polishing marks, NGC PF65BN [ 682389-009] . 

27. Stack's, January 14-15, 1987, Lot 834, mahogany. 
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28. Superior Galleries, September 19-21, 1999], Lot 384, medium brown, nicks 

in field before face, spot E of star 2. 

29. John Danreuther collection [Heritage, July 27-29, 2002], Lot 5828, 

orange, violet and sea green, two lint marks, one near star 11 and 
another from mouth to border. 

30. CVM, Baltimore, November, 2002, spots E of star 8 and S of star 12, spot 

before eye at bridge of nose, stars not fully struck, planchet flaw 
below N in CENT, PCGS PR64RB [1327 . 64/3531730]. . 


Additional listings 

A. Farish Baldenhofer collection [Stack' s, November, 1955], 

Lot 124 / /Mrs . R.H.Norweb collection [B&M, October 12-13, 

1987] , Lot 135//unknown provenance//Marin Numismatics, Fixed 
Price List, September 18, 1995 Jesse Lipka//unknown 
provenance//Heritage, August 5-7, 1998, Lot 5848, PCGS PR65RD 
[1328.65/4243643], seen at '95 ANA Early Spring Convention, 
appears to be a prooflike unc, devices are not sharply 
struck, 80.7 grains. 

B. B&R, F.P.L, 1977//B&R, May, 1977, Lot 1112//Steve Ivy 

Numismatic Auctions, Inc. No. 3, August, 1983, Lot 1150//B&M 
Rarities sale [August, 1995], Lot 10, lint mark from mouth to 
rim, bluish, rub on rev., NGC PF64BN, not a proof. 

C. Dr. James O.Sloss collection//Sloss estate [B&M, Rarities Sale, 

August 3, 1998], Lot 10, harshly cleaned, possibly not a 
proof . 

D. J.G.Macallister/ /Milton A. Holmes collection [Stack ' s, October 

5-8, 1960], Lot 1355, obv. red, rev. sea-green and red. 

[no photo] 


1856 [rust pit on I, Reverse of 1854] 

1. J. Wily Aulick [Geo. W.Cogan, April, 1883], Lot 879//T . Harrison 

Garrett //Robert Garrett// John Work Garrett//Garrett sale [B&R, 
November, 1979], Lot 50, multi-colored rainbow toning with 
magenta, blue and orange on the obverse, claret and 
iridescent on the rev. 

2. Mathews//Breen//Hanson. 

3. Peter Mougey//William H . Woodin/ /Virgil Brand//Hillyer Ryder// 

Wayte Raymond [194 4] //New Netherlands Coin Co. 44th sale, 

June, 1954, Lot 338//S. J.Ostrowsky//Hal Webber//R.Tettenhorst 
//Moreira collection [January, 1989], Lot 3083//Superior 
Galleries, February 2-4, 1992, Lot 481, PR64RB, red-violet 
rev. 
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4. Philip M. Showers collection [Stack ' s privately in 1969]// 

Willis I . duPont/ / Superior Stamp & Coin Co . [ 1 97 6] // Joe Flynn & 

Son Rare Coins, spot W of T in CENT, light area before nose 
and around stars 11 and 12. 

5. Col. E.H.R. Green collection, orange red, spot in front of mouth, 

82.6 grains. 

6. Superior Galleries, July 16-17, 1988 [Auction '88], Lot 13// 

Superior Galleries, January, 1990, Lot 134//Joseph E. 

Usibelli, Jr., glossy brown, verdigris in the E of LIBERTY, 
rev. hairlines. 

7. Stack's, May 5-6, 1993, Lot 191, light reddish-brown surfaces, 

PCGS PR65BN . 

8. ex. small Detroit coin store [March 20, 1967], multicolored iridescence, 

proof surface on both obv. and rev. surfaces, small rev. spot above AL 
in HALF, rev. planchet defect where dentils meet rim above second S in 
STATES, obv. die polishing mark from top of head NNW to between stars 6 
and 7 is distinct, 82.01 grams. 

9. B&M, August 3, 1998, Lot 11, spot below star 10, smudge on cheek, 

PCGS PR64 RB. 

10. B&M, August 9, 1999, Lot 16//Superior Stamp & Coin, September 19-21, 
1999, Lot 386/ /B&M, January 4, 2000, Lot 10, NGC PR64RB . 


1856 Copper, no rust pit on I 

1. Thomas L. Elder [November 12, 1909] //Norweb collection [B&M, October 12- 

13, 1987], Lot 137, light reddish orange with mottled medium brown, 
84.8 grains. 

2. Douglas Weaver, not seen. 


1857 Dot on first A in A[MERICA] . 

1. H. Ryder[Wayte Raymond, November 20, 1945], Lot 66//W. Raymond//Del 

Bland//W. Blaisdell, bronze color. 

2. Martin F. Kortjohn collection [privately] //unknown collector. 

3. ex. Stack's, some weak dentils, light red brown, rev. legend doubled. 


************* 
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EAC MEETING AT F.U.N. 


Don Valenziano 

A Regional EAC meeting was held Saturday, January l(fh during the Florida 
United Numismatists Convention in Orlando, Florida. 

Bob Grellman chaired the meeting and led off by announcing some changes in sale 
lot viewing during our annual convention in San Diego. It will be in a separate room from 
the bourse, necessitating a special Friday evening viewing session for dealers only. 

On behalf of our President and Board of Governors, Bob asked all members to 
send in their vote on the By Laws revision. A lot of work went into this project and it 
deserves our attention. 

Harry Tileson congratulated Chris McCawley and Bob Grellman on their fine 
work of cataloging and selling Dr. Hopkins’ collection in last year’s sale. 

Mabel Ann Wright announced that the EAC library has been donated to the 
American Numismatic Association Library. The transfer will happen sometime this 
spring. 


Frank Brady of Heritage announced the consignment of Wes Rasmussen’s Large 
Cent collection to the 2005 F.U.N. auction in Fort Lauderdale. The coins will be available 
for viewing “sans slabs” during the EAC convention. 

Chuck Heck spoke of the need for more coins for kids programs. Don Valenziano 
noted that he gave out coins for trick or treat, emulating Chuck’s efforts. 


The members and guests in attendance were: 


Fred Lake 
Ed Miller 
Doug Bird 
Mike Swift 
George Trostel 
Frank Brady 
Chris McCawley 
Mabel Ann Wright 


Harry Tileston 
Ron Tagney 
Tom Reynolds 
David Lisot 
Don Valenziano 
Bob Grellman 
Chuck Heck 


Chip Cutcliff 
Eugene Stemlicht 
David Cornell 
Paul Gilkes 
Rich Hartzog 
Steve Fischer 
John Wright 


************* 
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WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING 


Phil Moore 

Dan Demeo chaired the District 7 meeting at the Long Beach Coin Show, 7:00PM, 
Friday, January 30, 2004. 


Those in attendance were: 


Phil Moore 
Bill Noyes 

Dan Demeo 

Bill Yates 
Doug McHenry 
Walter Husak 
Gary Rosner 
Bim Gander 
Jon Warshawsky 


Northridge, CA 
Cape Cod, MA 

Torrance, CA 

Fort Worth, TX 
San Diego, C A 
Burbank, CA 
Redondo Beach, CA 
Escondido, CA 
San Diego, CA 


Eugene Stemlicht 
Nancy Yamasaki 

Bryan Yamasaki 

Tom Reynolds 
Robert Korch 
Jim McGuigan 
Doug Bird 
Mark Ferguson 


Ft Lauderdale, FL 
Long Beach, CA 

Santa Rosa, CA 

Omaha, NE 
San Diego, CA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Torrance, CA 
Oshkosh, WI 


The meeting was called to order and all of the participants introduced themselves 
and stated their collecting interests. 


There was no formal program so our chairman opened the floor to announcements 
of current and upcoming events. The Wes Rasmussen collection of early and middle dates 
will be sold by Heritage Auction Galleries in January 2005 at the FUN Show'. The Dr. 
Haig Koshkarian Type collection wall be auctioned off by American Numismatic Rarities 
in Baltimore, MD in March. This collection contains outstanding examples of 1793 Chain 
& Wreath cents. In the recent Superior Auction sale one attendee said that prices were 
strong for the early copper. It was also reported was that Bowers and Merena was being 
acquired by Spectrum Numismatics. 

Dan introduced Jon Warshawsky and Bim Gander as co-chairmen of the EAC 
Convention to be held in San Diego at the Marriott Mission Valley on April 1 5 through 
1 8, 2004. Bim Gander described the tour bus trip to Mexico and the golf outing, which 
will be held on Wednesday prior to the convention. 

Jon Warshawsky, EAC President took the podium to inform the participants 
about the convention. He said that security would begin on Monday prior to the 
convention for those wanting to see the sights or join one of the outings. He stated that 
Heritage Galleries would be hosting the Thursday night reception, which will include an 
open bar and jazz entertainment. Heritage will also be showing the Wes Rasmussen coins 
at this convention prior to slabbing. He emphasized that this would be the last chance for 
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anyone to view these coins in the raw. The EAC sale will include the Stu Hodge 
collection of Middle Date Large Cents. Lot viewing will start Thursday afternoon and 
continue during show hours, with Friday night reserved for special lot viewing by dealers. 
Chuck Heck is organizing the educational forums and Doug Bird will be giving a Grading 
& Counterfeit Seminar with Mary Sauvain and Steve Carr on Thursday Morning. 

Our chairman then asked if there were any new finds on the floor of which none 
were reported. A new discovery of a 1794 S37 did appear in the Superior auction, and 
had been purchased by one of the attendees at this meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned. Our next scheduled western regional meeting 
will be at the Long Beach Show on Friday, June 4, 2004 at 7:00 P.M 


************* 


CALL FOR EXHIBITS - EAC 2004 

Steve Carr 

This is the last call for exhibits at EAC 2004. We only have three exhibits lined 
up at this point, and even though they are three really neat exhibits, there is plenty of 
room for more. If you have been thinking about exhibiting, act now! If you are interested 
in exhibiting, please contact me. Steve Carr, 6815 W. 82 St., Overland Park, KS 66204 
(913) 383-2568, or email scarr4002@everestkc.net. Let me know the title of your exhibit 
and the number of cases you will need. 

Don’t worry if your coins are not R-8’s or cc level. Just show them and make 
them interesting. You have a captive audience of copper people at EAC! There is not a 
better group around to appreciate your coppers. 

************* 

GRADING AND COUNTERFEIT DETECTION SEMINAR - EAC 2004 

A Grading and Counterfeit Detection Seminar is scheduled at EAC 2004 on 
Thursday, April 15 from 9 am to noon. This seminar will cover “EAC” grading, copper 
pricing guides, and spotting counterfeit and altered coppers. Doug Bird, Steve Carr, and 
Mary Sauvain will conduct the seminar. Seating is limited, but a few seats are still 
available. If you are interested in attending, contact Steve Carr at (913) 383-2568 or 
email scarr4002@everestkc.net. 

What better way to spend “tax day!” 

************* 
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LAST MINUTE NOTES: EAC 2004 IN SAN DIEGO 


Bim Gander 
Jon Warshawsky 


All of the essentials about this year’s convention appeared in the January P-W , 
but here’s a recap of the stuff you need to know and a couple of announcements. 

The Wes Rasmussen Collection & Heritage 

You might know by now that former EAC President Wes Rasmussen has 
consigned his early date cents to Heritage for an auction in January. While Heritage plans 
to have the whole collection slabbed, EAC’ers have a great opportunity at this year’s 
convention. Heritage will be holding a separate lot viewing at our convention hotel (see 
schedule below), so that we can view Wes’ coins before they are encapsulated. This lot 
viewing will be held directly adjacent to the EAC private sale lot viewing, and we’ll have 
several members of the Heritage team on the bourse floor as well to answer questions. 

If all goes according to plan, you’ll find a special invitation from Heritage in this 
issue o f P-W . So I won’t steal their thunder here. 

Volunteers at EAC ‘04 

Lot viewing, registration, the Happenings and other activities depend on 
volunteers. If you can spare an hour or so during the convention, you might want to drop 
a note or email to one or more of these fine gentlemen (listed in no particular order): 

Mark Switzer, lot viewing coordinator (monitor a lot viewing table) 

Doug McHenry, registration (welcome members, distribute badges, etc., on Thursday 
afternoon) 

Dan Trollan, large cent happening 
Ray Williams, colonial happening 
Greg Heim, half cent happening 

I’ll add a personal note to the lot viewing role. Mark will need either a lot of 
volunteers to sit for very short shifts, or will rely on a few volunteers to sit for long 
shifts. Even if you can only sit for half an hour or one hour, I hope you’ll drop Mark a 
note (dcl81@olg.com). We’d rather have many volunteers for short shifts. 

Updated Hotel Contact Information 

Our convention hotel is the San Diego Marriott Mission Valley, at 8757 Rio San 
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Diego, San Diego, California 92108. Because the Marriott national reservations people 
know as ‘Early American Coppers’ and NOT as ‘EAC’, you can save yourself some grief 
by using the full club name when requesting our negotiated rate. 

You may get better service by using this number: 800.842.5329 - the local San 
Diego reservations number. If you have any problems getting the $129 single/double rate, 
drop me an email (jwarshawsky@deloitte.com) with your arrival date and I will contact 
our reservations manager to make sure it happens. 

IMPORTANT. Those of you who have been to one or more EAC conventions 
probably know that (1) these conventions are expensive and (2) we promise the hotel that 
we will use a block of rooms at the convention hotel as part of the deal to get the space 
we need for the bourse and meeting rooms. If we don’t use 90 percent of the allocated 
block each night, the money to cover any shortfall comes out of the treasury. So, while it 
isn’t too hard to log onto the travel web sites and save $10-$20 per night at a hotel a short 
taxi ride away, it does benefit EAC if you stay at the convention hotel. <sermon> 

Transportation 

The Marriott Mission Valley isn’t far from the airport. Cloud 9 Shuttle 
(www.cloud9shuttle.com or 800.974.8885) is the easy and cheap way to get to the 
Marriott. I’ve used them on business trips, and they’re reliable and safe. If you want to 
get to the Marriott immediately, taxi tare will be about $15. If you bring a car, parking is 
$10/day at the hotel. 

Optional Special Side Trips: 

Mexico 

If you will be in San Diego on Wednesday, and you would like to join our EAC 
excursion to Mexico, contact Bim Gander — 619.990.5417 or e-mail bimgander@cox.net. 
The price for the excursion is $85 per person, which includes round trip transportation 
and a tour guide. The trip leaves the Marriott at 1 1 AM and will return about 10 PM. 
Meals and drinks are extra - since there may be a wide variation in people's choices, we 

didn’t want to pre-order. The tour will be limited to 25 people but, as of February 17™, 
1 8 of those spots are already committed. 

The first ever EAC golf outing/Big Copper Open 

Contact Dan Trollan if you’re interested in golf on Wednesday. (Email Dan at 
danssportscar@frontier.net.) The course is TBD, but will either be in Mission Valley or 
possibly Rancho Bernardo. 
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EAC Convention Preliminary Schedule 


This includes some minor changes from the Januaiy P-W . The Educational Forum 
sessions will be listed in the official convention program, available at registration. 

Our Education Chairman Chuck Heck will be providing further details on the 
sessions planned for the convention. Based on rumors, the word on the street and secrets 
whispered in smoky backrooms, my recommendation to Chuck was that he just publish 
the schedule so we could quit relying on all of these questionable sources. 


Monday, April 12*^ 
12 Noon 


Security room opens 


Wednesday, April 14*h 

Optional Mexico trip and 2004 EAC Big Copper Open golf outing 


Thursday, April Iff* 1 

9:00 AM tol2:00 PM 
12:00PM to 5:00PM 


2:00 

PM 




2:00 

PM 

to 

5:00 

PM 

2:00 

PM 

to 

5:00 

PM 

5:00 

PM 




5:00 

PM 

to 

6:30 

PM 

7:30 

PM 

to 

9:00 

PM 


Friday, April 16^ 

8:00 AM 

9:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
9:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
9:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
8:00 PM 

7:00 PM to 10:00 PM 


Doug Bird seminar 

Heritage Lot Viewing: Rasmussen Collection 
Registration opens (Doug McHenry) 

Sale Lot Viewing - Mark Switzer 

dcl81@olg.com 
Bourse and Exhibit setup 
Security room closes 
Poolside reception with hors d’oeuvres 
Happenings 

Colonials: Ray Williams 

609.587.5929 
Half Cents: Greg Heim 

gangof4@comcast. net 
Large Cents: Dan Trollan 

970.247.7811 (H) 
970.259.3300 (W 

Bourse room opens to dealers 

Bourse room open to public 

Heritage Lot Viewing: Rasmussen Collection 

Sale Lot Viewing 

Educational Forum 

Sale Lot Viewing: Dealers Only 
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Saturday, April 17^ 

7:45 AM 
8:00 AM 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

EAC Board meeting 

Bourse room opens to dealers 

Bourse room open to public 

Heritage Lot Viewing: Rasmussen Collection 

Sale Lot Viewing 

Educational Forum: various seminars 
Annual EAC Private Sale 

Sunday, April 18^ 
8:00 AM 
2:00 PM 

General Membership meeting (note revised time) 
End of convention/bourse closes 


The schedule is subject to change. We will have programs available at registration with the 
complete details for the Educational Forum and exhibits. 

2004 EAC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

Chuck Heck 


Thursday, April 1 5 


9am to 12 pm 

Grading & Counterfeit Detection 

Doug Bird, Steve Carr, Mary Sauvain 

1pm to 2 pm 

Ten Coin Grading Challenge 


Friday, April 16 


1 0 am to 1 1 am 

Pedigrees and Provenance - How To Figure It All 
Out - John Kraljevich Jr. 

1 lam to 12 pm 

How to Grade US Copper Coins - Your Questions 
Answered - Bill Noyes 

12 pm to 1 pm 

Beginners Seminar: Overview, Terminology, 
Literature, Classifying, Collecting - John Wright 

1pm to 2pm 
2pm to 3pm 

Ten Coin Grading Challenge 
Colonial Error Coins - Jim Goudge 

8pm to whenever 

The Educational Forum: 

An Evening With Ron Guth 

afterwards 

Colonial Update - Tom Rinaldo 
Half Cent Update - Mike Packard 
Early Date LC Update - Denis Loring 
Middle Date LC Update - John Wright 
Late Date LC Update - Bob Grellman 
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Saturday, April 1 7 


10am to 1 1 am 
1 lam to 12pm 

lpm to 2pm 

2pm to 3 pm 

3 pm to 4 pm 


Numi Study CD Project - Jon Lusk 
What Every Spouse Should Know About Her (His) 
Spouse’s Coin Collection - Chuck Heck 
Counting Half Cents - How to Estimate Surviving 
Populations and More - Bill Eckberg 
Beginners Seminar: Grading, Restoration, 
Preservation, Storage, Pricing, Buying, Selling 
Denis Loring 

Ten Coin Grading Challenge 


The EAC Educational Program for the 2004 convention is going to be something very 
special this year. We are fortunate to have the very popular Ron Guth as our keynote 
speaker for Friday night’s Educational Forum. Ron has been a friend to so many old- 
time and current EAC’ers; he has written a book for beginners; he maintains the well 
known Coinfacts web site; he is an licensed auctioneer; his love of copper and related 
literature are well known. His talk will be a hi-light of the convention. 

A wide variety of seminar topics will provide something for everyone. This year we will 
have two excellent seminars for beginners, some wonderful seminars that will focus on 
problems with grading and related areas, a slide show dealing with colonial errors, a 
terrific discussion on pedigrees, something special for collectors of Half Cents, an update 
on the Numi-Study CD project, and a continuation of last year’s discussion for spouses 
who must deal with their spouses’ coin collection. 

Our President Jon Warshawsky and the Board members have been stressing the need for 
a re-dedication to the educational foundations that EAC has always been known for. 

EAC members like Bill Mitchell, Ron Janowsky, Bill Maryott, Dave Palmer, Bim 
Gander, and many others have provided significant ideas for much of the program being 
presented. We are grateful to them and to all who have been so helpful. 

Some explanation is needed to round out the educational experience for this upcoming 
convention. Bill Mitchell asked for some very specific topics that would help beginners 
in the copper collecting fraternity. We will have two Beginners Seminars - one hosted 
by John Wright on Friday afternoon and another hosted by Denis Loring on Saturday 
afternoon. Both will cover different topics (see schedule) and they promise to be 
extremely informative. 

Grading always seems to cause a bit of stomach pain so we will provide several antidotes. 
The ever popular Grading & Counterfeit Detection seminar is back for another year on 
Thursday and we will have Bill Noyes answer any EAC’ers questions on Friday. To 
provide for order and continuity we are asking that all questions for Bill be put to writing 
and submitted to Chuck Heck in advance of the seminar. A moderator will present the 
questions in a “round table” style. 

In keeping with the grading theme we have taken Bill Maryott’ s suggestion and turned it 
into a reality called the “Ten Coin Grading Challenge”. Ten various coins will be 
presented to five or six “experts” for grading. We will tabulate their average grade and 
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condition. EAC’ers will have an opportunity on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to also 
grade the same ten coins. These grades will also be tabulated and the entire project 
results will be published in the next issue of PW. This should be an informative and fun 
exercise. It must also be mentioned that all results will be totally anonymous to insure 
individual privacy. 

Please read the program schedule carefully and be sure to attend . 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
Treasurer’s Report, 2003 


JohnD. Wright 



2003 Beginning 1 January 


117,732.96 

Acct. 

Name 

III 

Out 

Net 

101 

Dues 

30,056.00 


30,056.00 

102 

Adverts. 

225.00 


225.00 

103 

Interest 

352.82 


352.82 

104 

Donations 

10.00 


10.00 

105 

Issues 

64.00 


64.00 

106 

Tapes In 

0 


0 

206 

Tapes Out 


0 

307 

Medals In 

6.00 



207 

Medals Out 


0 

6.00 

108 

Conv. In 

809.03 



208 

Conv. Out 


-12,818.05 

-12,009.02 

109 

EAC Sale In 

20,890.78 



209 

EAC Sale Out 


0 

20,890 78 

110 

Other In 

0 


0 

210 

Other Out 


0 

211 

P-W Print 


-28,028.00 

-28,028.00 

212 

Postage 


-21,431.48 

-21,431.48 

213 

P-W Suppt 


0 

0 

214 

Organiz 


-5491.87 

-5491.87 

115 

Libr In 

0 


0 

215 

Lib Out 


0 

116 

Debt Recov 

4678.50 


4678.50 


TOTALS 

57,091.13 

-67,769.40 

-10,690.35 


2004 Beginning 1 January 


107,054.69 


************* 
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OBITUARY 

Jules Reiver, EAC #5 


Julius Reiver, Age 87, and a lifelong Wilmington, DE resident, died suddenly February 1 1, 2004. 

After earning his BME from the University of Delaware in 1938, he worked as an engineeer with 

DuPont Company and was instrumental in building its first commercial nylon plant. 

He was called into the Army in July 1942. An officer in the First Army, he commanded the first 
antiaircraft battery to land on Omaha Beach in the Normandy invasion, for which he earned the 
Certificate of Merit. He was in the vanguard of the liberation of Paris. During the Battle of the Bulge, his 
battery turned back the Germans at a huge gasoline dump, for which he earned the Bronze Star, and he 
was promoted to major by the end of the war. Emie Pyle, the famous correspondent, devoted a chapter to 
"Reiver's Retrievers" in his book Brave Men . Jules continued in the Army Reserves after the war, retiring 
as a lieutenant colonel in 1966. 

He was president of Hyman Reiver & Co., the floor covering business, from 1 946 until his retirement in 
1978. 

Jules began collecting coins at age 7 and became a specialist in early American copper and silver coins. 
In 1960 he was arrested for refusing to surrender a $10 gold certificate in his numismatic collection. The 
charges were dropped and a law was enacted permitting collectors to hold gold certificates. He wrote 5 
books on coins, including U.S. Early Silver Dollars 1793-1803, which won the 1999 Numismatic 
Literary Guild Award. He was appointed to the Citizens Commemorative Coin Advisory Committee to 
the U.S. Mint, serving from 1996-1999. A frequent speaker at numismatic conventions, he did coin 
appraisals both locally and nationally, and wrote auction catalogs for special coin sales. 

Jules was a collector of antique cars, including his 1936 Lincoln V-12 convertible sedan, which won first 
prize in the National Classic Car show in 1963. 

Jules and his wife, Iona Peterson Reiver, were married the day after she graduated from the University of 
Delaware in 1941. 

Their son, Daniel Reiver, died in 1980. 

In addition to his wife, Jules is survived by 3 children, A. Ted Reiver, Joanna Reiver, and Betsy R. 
DeMarino. 


************* 

GREATER CINCINNATI NUMISMATIC EXPOSITION, 9-10 APRIL 2004 

Midwest EAC members are invited to attend the spring 2004 Greater Cincinnati Numismatic Exposition 
at the Sharonville, OH, Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH 45246. The 
convention center is about 15 miles north of downtown Cincinnati, just south of 1-275. To reach the 
convention center, take the Sharon Road exit #15 off I— 75. Go west 1 block and turn right onto Chester 
Road. The convention center is about 1/2 mile on the left. 

Show hours: Friday 1 0 AM — 6:00 PM 

Saturday 10 AM -5:00 PM 
No bourse hours on Sunday (Easter Sunday). 
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There will be a 100+ table bourse with several dealers who specialize in early U.S. Copper. There are 
several motels along Chester Road and a variety of restaurants nearby. 

There can be a brief informal EAC get-together in the lobby at the close of the bourse if there are 
sufficient numbers of EAC members on hand to support a meeting. 

Rod Burress (513) 771 - 0696 

Paul Padget (Bourse Chairman) (513) 821—2143 

There are a few bourse tables available. 

************* 

ADVANCED EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINAGE CLASSES AT THE ANA 

SUMMER SEMINAR 

Steve Carr 

There are two early American copper coinage courses offered at the ANA Summer Seminar this year. 
Doug Bird and 1 will do a two evening mini-seminar on Saturday, June 26 and Sunday, June 27. We will 
cover topics ranging from grading and attribution to storing and conservation. 

During the second week, Saturday, July 3 to Friday, July 9, we do a five day seminar on early American 
half cents and large cents. The seminar will cover attribution, grading (technical, EAC and market 
grading), pricing, and preservation. We will also cover the early copper minting process, collecting 
history, literature, and copper ethics. 

If you would like to spend a week immersed in early American Coppers, in Colorado Springs no less, one 
of these seminars may be for you. Information and an application form are available from the ANA by 
mail (phone 800 - 367 - 9723, ext. 126) or on-line at www.money.org/sumsem2004.html. 

************* 

CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in E.A.C. since the last issue of P-W . Provided that 
no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the Membership Committee before the 
May issue of P-W. all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the 
Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER NO. 

Ray Balsbaugh 

Hamilton, OH 

5173 

David M. Redding 

Sterling, VA 

5174 

John R. Hench II 

Lexington, NC 

5175 

Ken J. DiCicco 

Jacksonville, NC 

5176 

James Hanna 

Stryker, OH 

5177 

Carroll V. Jackson 

Northbrook, IL 

5178 

Aaron Norris Dodson 

Carolina, PR 

5179 

Terry F. Johnson 

Anaheim, CA 

5180 

Doug Flynn 

Winston-Salem, NC 

5181 

Louis Goldstein 

Las Vegas, NV 

5182 

Russell Young 

Murray, UT 

5183 

Steve Nolte 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

5184 

Susan A. Joy 

Drayden, MD 

5185 

Steven Lindsey Saunders 

Westport, CT 

************* 
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Proof Half Cent Populations 
Rick Coleman 

I thought that publication of my proof half cent listing would put the proof half cent 
population question to bed. Apparently not. Ken Cable-Camilleis has raised the famous 
“Myth of 1 8” again in his letter to the editor in last month’s PW. The myth is that only 
1 8 examples of each Original proof half cent were minted. I can refer Ken to page 38 1 of 
Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United Sates Half Cents [even though there is no page 
number on that particular page]. There, Breen refers to an S. H. & H. Chapman 
catalogue of the M. C. Lefferts auction, July 28-29, 1881, which is the likely source of 
the “Myth of 1 8’’. Breen allows that “this account is undependable and incomplete”. 

To the best of my knowledge, there are no reliable mintage figures for any of the proof 
half cent varieties. That is why I conducted my research. Even the figure of 200 proofs 
minted for 1856 is vague. There are several varieties for 1856, none of which include 
anywhere near 200 examples. There almost certainly were never any U. S. Mint figures 
for the Restrike proof half cents, since they were made clandestinely, at night, by 
unscrupulous mint employees. 

I only include examples in my listings if I have seen the coin, have a good photograph of 
it, or know from a reliable source that a particular example exists. I have seen over 300 
of the just under 1 000 proof half cents in my listings. I have photographs of all but a 
dozen or so of the coins in my listings. Most of those for which I do not have 
photographs are in the Biblioteque Nationale in Paris or in some other museum. 

No grading services are included in my list of reliable sources. The practice of “cracking 
out and re-submitting” makes the population reports all but worthless. Most auction 
catalogues are equally useless with regard to population estimates. In the past, catalogers 
often referred to the “Myth of 1 8”. Some catalogers continue the practice, even though 
my listing is now available for their reference and use. 

I have resisted the temptation to prepare a table listing the populations of each proof half 
cent. The main reason is that not everyone will agree on the list. There are dates that 
immediately cause problems: 1811, 1825, 1829, 1849 and 1851. Another reason is that 
there are groups amongst the restrikes that are obviously different, but that have the same 
date on them. A table simply cannot contain all the information needed to make a 
judgment regarding the rarity of a particular proof half cent. If 1 prepare such a table, it 
almost certainly will be abused. So, everyone is stuck with my listing at present. 

We do have a new publication which lists prices for proof half cents. I have glanced at a 
copy, but I did not have my glasses on at the time. No matter. All the prices looked the 
same. Just remember, you cannot always believe everything you read. 
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Answers to the 1794 Quiz — Round Five 
and 

The Next 1794 Quiz - Round Six 

Chuck Heck 


Here are the much awaited for answers and related comments: 


1 . The Abrupt Hair is S-41 

2. The Young Head is S-49 

3. The Distant 1 is S-66 

4. The Tilted 4 is S- 17 

5. The Coquette is S-52 


6. The Standless 4 is S-23 

7. The Large Planchet is S-22 

8. The Egeria is S-27 

9. The Amiable Face is S-30 

10. The Trephined Head is S-62 


The prize money - Walt Husak’s “The Crowded Date” is of course the S-36. 

We had two new participants who actually took first and second place respectively. Both 
Gregory Nye and John Shannon missed tricky question number 3. Maris did not have an 
S-37 but did call his S-66 the Distant 1 . John missed only one other; a great job! 


And now on to Round Six; an exercise in 1794 die states. 

1 . Which 1 794 “Head of ‘93” is known to have a full bisecting obverse break? 

2. Which 1 794 variety is known to have at least three distinct bulges in the leaves of 

the wreath on the reverse? 

3. Which 1 794 variety has Miss Liberty’s cheek in very high relief? 

4. Which 1 794 develops a “V” like crack on the reverse that passes through S 1 and 

E2? 

5. Which 1794 eventually develops six radial breaks around the reverse? 

6. Which 1 794 is known is known to have the bottom of the “9” being embedded in 
the dentilation on the obverse? 

7. Which 1794 variety is known for an arc like crack on the reverse that begins from 
the rim through the left ribbon end and extends to the base of the I in UNITED 
and on to the rim? 

8. Which 1 794 variety develops a “V” like crack on the reverse that passes through 
D and between AT? 

9. Which 1794 has a die chip the size of a berry located inside the left bow of the 
ribbon on the reverse? 

10. Which rare 1794 has a reverse bisecting crack that runs from the rim through the 
fraction and extends upwards to between the S and O to the rim? 

Please send your answers to: Chuck Heck, PO Box 298, Bohemia, NY 1 1716 or e-mail 
me at CharlesHeck@,msn.com . 

************* 
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TOWARD A COMPLETE SET OF LARGE CENTS, Chapter Four 


James Higby 

I must confess that merely taking the inventory of the early date large cent listings 
from 57 editions of the Red Book was quite daunting. How much more so must have 
been the original creation of those listings! Those truly Early American Coppers are just 
now beginning to be understood, and so many of them are in such low grade that they 
have escaped detection, inspection, and attribution for many decades. And there are so 
many of them that are R5, R6, R7, or R8, but which nevertheless have characteristics 
that qualify them as candidates for “eyesight” variety collecting. 

This is not the case with the middle and late dates, for several reasons. First, they 
haven’t been around QUITE as long, and many, even some dated in the eighteen-teens, 
were still in circulation in 1857, when all the coppers were demonetized. Second, there 
was much more extensive use of device punches in the preparation of coinage dies, which 
resulted in more uniformity and, therefore, fewer eyesight varieties. Third, they were 
made of better materials, with better machinery, and by more skilled craftsmen, which 
made things like “UNITED STATES OF AMERI” legends, “office boy” reverses, and 
“1/000” fractions less likely to slip by. Finally, they were made in greater quantities, 
allowing greater absolute numbers of survivors. 

Even so, the Red Book has identified quite a few varieties from the period 1816 
through 1857. Following is an inventory of middle and late date large cent varieties listed 

in the 1947 (l s t) edition of A Guide Book of United States Coins . 

1816 

1817: wide date — close date — 1 5 stars 
1818 

1819: over 18 — small date — large date 

1820: over 19 — small date — large date 

1821: wide date — close date 

1822: wide date — close date 

1 823: over 22 — normal date 

1824: over 22 — wide date — close date 

1825: small A’s in legend — large A’s in legend 

1826: over 25 — wide date — close date 

1827 

1828: small date — large date 
1 829: small letters — large letters 
1 830: small letters — large letters 
1831: small letters — large letters 
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1832: small letters — large letters 
1833: small letters — large letters 

1834: lg date, 1. stars, Ig let on rev — small date, lg stats, sm let on rev — Ig date, sm stars, 
sm let on rev 

1 835: lg date, lg stars — sm date sm stars — type of 1 836 
1836 

1 837: plain hair cord, sm let — plain hair cord, lg let — beaded hair cord, sm let 
1838 

1 839: over 36, line under CENT; no center dot — type of 1 838, line under CENT; no 
center dot — silly head, line under CENT; no center dot — booby head, no line under 
CENT — type of 1840, no line under CENT 
1840: small date — large date 
1841 

1842: small date — large date 

1 843 : obv and rev of 1 842 — obv of 1 842, rev of 1 844 — obv and rev of 1 844 
1844: normal date (not stated) — over 81 (die defect) 

1845 

1846: small date — tall date 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851: normal date (not stated) — over 8 1 (die defect) 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855: uprightS’s — slanting 5’s 
1856: uprights — slanting 5 
1857: small date — large date 

Since then the following changes are noted: 

1. The 1953-1954 (6 th ) edition added 1823: restrike, but no illustration or explanation. 

2. The 1956 (9 th ) edition expanded the listings for 1 846 thus: medium date. 

3. The 1957 (10 th ) edition added to the 1855 listings by including slanting 5’s knob on 
ear . 

4. The 1959 (12 th ) edition clarified the listing for 1823 restrike with the words “from 
broken dies .” It delisted 1833 large letters, retaining the listing for small letters. For the 


- 106 - 


first time, we learned that “Original sketches of James B. Longacre’s work reveal that 
slanting 5’s were a peculiarity of his work. The upright 5’s were probably the work of an 
apprentice.” 

5. The 1960 (13*h) edition modified 1823 restrike from broken dies to from broken 
obverse die . It also mysteriously re-listed 1 833 large letters, deleted the edition before. 

6. The 1961 (14th) edition combined 1833 small letters and large letters into a single 
listing with no comment on letter size. 

7. The 1962 (15th) edition added “trace of 5 inside of 6” to the listing for 1826 over 25. 

8. The 1963 (16th) edition showed the 1833 listings again with small letters and large 
letters . 

9. The 1964 (17th) edition changed “die defect” to “die error” in the listings for 1844 
over 81 and 1851 over 81. 

10. The 1969 (22 n< t) edition simplified “die error” to “error” in the listings for 1844 over 
81 and 1 85 1 over 81 . It now identified the non-error varieties of these as “normal date.” 

As noted previously, the silver anniversary edition of the Red Book introduced many 
changes in large cent listings. The middle and late date revisions will be discussed in 
Chapter Five. 


************* 


John M. Ward 

Here’s the SOLUTION TO THE PREVIOUS 
PUZZLE. The cruciverbalist muse has not sung 
these past few weeks, so I don’t know when I 
will resume this endeavor. 


************* 
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AMERICAN HISTORY AND CHAIN CENTS 


John Pijewski 

I recently read a new biography of George Washington, AN IMPERFECT GOD 
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003), by the historian Henry Wiencek, that illuminated my 
understanding and appreciation of chain cents, though chain cents were never mentioned 
in the book. It seems that previous biographies downplayed George Washington’s role as 
slave owner. Like all southern plantation owners of his era Washington was a slave 
owner and trader, but Wiencek chronicles Washington’s growing belief that slaver)' was a 
reprehensible practice. Washington preferred the gradual abolition of slavery, but 
couldn’t persuade even one other plantation owner (read: slave owner) to share his views. 
Although Washington came to believe that slavery was reprehensible, he never freed his 
slaves in his lifetime; he was too economically dependent on them. Furthermore, when 
Washington became President he brought some of his slaves to work in the White House, 
as did four of the first five presidents. 

I consider myself an educated, well-read person, but I was only vaguely aware 
that George Washington owned slaves, and I never knew that he brought any of them into 
the White House. In fact, in research I did after reading AN IMPERFECT GOD, I 
learned that eleven of the first thirteen presidents, all except John Adams and John 
Quincy Adams (both from Massachusetts — does this seem familiar?), were slave owners. 
This is the kind of unflattering information that’s omitted when American history is 
taught in our schools and colleges. 

When we invoke our founding fathers we like to think of them as highly 
principled, idealistic, and honorable men who were absolutely committed to individual 
rights and personal freedom. This is the myth of America. But our founding fathers are 
the same men who sanctioned slavery in the constitution and practiced it their lives. This 
becomes the enigma of American history. We’ve placed our founding fathers on pedestals 
that are too high for their own or our national good. 

The way it was written, our constitution didn’t actually sanction slavery. It did, 
however, allow “the importation of certain individuals,” which everyone understood to 
mean slaves. They must’ve thought that if they didn’t call a slave a slave, then somehow 
a slave really wasn’t a slave. This inability to face a situation and deal with it directly has 
wounded our national psyche. 

How does this involve chain cents? These coins had a reverse that showed fifteen 
chained links in a circle. This was intended to commemorate the union of the fifteen 
states that comprised our country in 1793. It was a design borrowed from the 
Continental Currency and Fugio cents. Yet the response to these chain cents was quite 
negative. Here we can trot out that old warhorse of a newspaper quote about chain cents 
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posing an inadvertent reference to slavery that every EACer can recite in his sleep: “The 
American cents do not answer our expectations. The chain on the reverse is but a bad 
omen for Liberty, and Liberty herself appears to be in fright.” But do we understand the 
real context of this controversy? 

It seems that the image of the chain on the cent’s reverse struck a raw nerve with 
both the public and the government. Anything that even vaguely suggested the issue of 
slavery, especially on the national coinage, was a real predicament. Within two weeks of 
the chain cents’ release, the Mint was able to design and manufacture a totally new cent 
that replaced the embarrassing chain links with a more acceptable wreath. Nowadays we 
have to wait months, even years, before the federal bureaucracy can change designs on our 
coins, but in a century where technology was poor and inefficient and horses were the 
fastest form of communication, the Mint was able to begin minting completely new cents 
only two short weeks after the offending chain cents had been released This clearly 
demonstrates what a divisive issue slavery was at the time. 

If the government couldn’t acknowledge slavery by name in its constitution, then 
it stands to reason they couldn’t allow a possible, if completely unintentional reference 
to slavery to appear on our national coinage. Do you smell a double standard here? Do 
you smell a serious case of denial? And this double standard, this inability to deal 
directly with the issue of slavery has hounded our country since its inception. Everyone 
knows that a Civil War was fought to resolve this issue but which, though it managed to 
abolish slavery, didn’t resolve the issue of racial inequality. Which brings us to the 
present state of race relations in our country. Pretty disheartening, isn’t it? 

Many of us collect coins as a way to escape the serious concerns of politics, 
world issues, and the demands of our business and personal lives. Yet even our beloved 
large cents can raise an issue of supreme national importance that penetrates our sale little 
numismatic cocoon to remind us of the dilemma that has bedeviled our country for over 
200 years. 

So when EACers keep repeating the mantra that large cents are part of our 
American history, they’re not kidding. 

************* 


NO. 4 . KEY. B. 

Of the *■ chain ” we have three obverses and two reverses from which 
four varieties were muled or produced. 
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Discovering the United States Mint 


Richard H. Saxl 

The day was gray and dreary, and there was snow in the forecast. Again. It was a 
Saturday in January, but I was under a deadline. The public library reference room 
eventually yielded the information 1 needed for my project. As I replaced the last book, I 
glanced up and to the left and read on the spine of a book on the top shelf UNITED 
ST A TES MINT - Evans. What was that? 

Eagerly, 1 pulled the book down from the shelf and opened it up. The complete 
title was Illustrated History of the United States Mint. It proclaimed that it was a “New 
Revised Edition, Edited by the Publisher.” The publisher was George G. Evans of 
Philadelphia. The introduction was dated July 1, 1885. It was published in 1886. 

I began leafing through pages. On page 1 1 was a photo engraving of a resolution'. 
“That a mint Ihall be eflablifhed under fuch regulations as fhall be directed by law.” 
George Washington approved the resolution on March the third, 1791. The signature of 
Secretary of State “Th: Jefferson” was scrolled at the bottom of the document The act 
authorizing the minting of coins was subsequently approved on April 2, 1792. 

Page 15 showed an extract of mint rules and regulations effective in 1825. 
Drinking, smoking and using profane language was prohibited. Of more interest was that 
“new coins must not be given in exchange for others to accommodate visitors without 
consent of the Chief Coiner.” Haven’t we always been enthralled by new coins? 

I proceeded to the copy machine and made blurry copies of illustrations of old 
buildings and antiquated machinery. The text at page 39 was enticing: “The gold coins - 
as small as quarter eagles being counted and weighed to verify count — are put in bags ot 
$5,000 each. The three-dollar pieces are put in bags of $3,000, and one-dollar pieces in 
$1,000 bags.” Later I reviewed mintage figures in the Red Book and concluded Mr. Evans 
was probably referring to bygone days. 

The text continued. “The silver pieces, and sometimes small gold, are counted on a 
very ingenious contrivance called a ‘counting-board.’” On page 40 was an illustration of a 
counting board. What beauty , sixty pri stine heraldic pieces are shown, half heads and half 
tails side up. That obviously predated 1885. On a return trip to the library, I placed a 
magnifying glass over the copy. They were all 1804 silver dollars! Later, Evans noted 
the 1804 dollar was already the “king of American rarities.” Page 64. 

After a detailed description of the coining process from smelting ore to striking 
coins Evans described the mint facility. Included is a mention of a little wooden building 
in the court [that] was formerly used as the cent-room where copper cents were 
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exchanged for nickels.” A footnote explained: “The exchange at the present time (1885) is 
made at the Sub-Treasury in the Custom House.” Page 44. Emphasis supplied. 

Evans described in detai l each type of foreign and domestic coin on display at the 
mint. He noted the rarity of the 1799 cent and commented on the change to the curls on 
the obverse of the cent beginning in 1798. Further, on some reverses of the “1797 and 
1802 we find without stems to the wreath, and in one case only one stem. In 1801 and 
1802 some have 1/000 instead of the reverse fraction 1/100. In addition to this error, a 
variety of the cent of 1802 [sic.] has ‘United,’ instead of ‘United.’ In 1796 we have in 
one instance ‘Liherty,’ instead of ‘Liberty.’” Pages 79-80. I then skipped over many 
pages describing historical figures and detailing bullion reports. 

Then came the part that warmed the heart of this collector on a cold, dreary New 
England winter day. Page 155 begins: “1885 Coin (Approximate) Prices Current, Revised 
by R. C.oulton Davis, Ph. D., Curator of the Numismatic Society ” The listings started 
with gold colonial coins, followed by silver, tin and copper. There were two columns, 
one headed by the word “fine,” the other by “good.” 1 wondered what those words really 
meant. My hunch is that by today’s standards “fine” must equate to at least extremely 
fine and that “good” probably means a coin that would now grade very fine or less. A 
few columns were headed by “proof’ in lieu of either “fine” or good.” 

More fun! Silver dollars start at $125 for a “fine” 1794, but they drop to $3 for a 
“fine” 1795 flowing hair dollar. Values spiral down to $1.20 for “fine” trade dollars dated 
from 1873 to 1878. The trade dollar proof only issues from 1879 to 1884 and Morgan 
proofs are listed at $2. There is no mention of the 1885 trade dollar. And, yes, the “king 
of American rarities” is worth $500 in “good” condition. There is no listing for the 1804 
silver dollar in “fine.” On this pricelist only the gold “1785 Justice-eye, ‘Immune 
Columbia’” is worth more - $600 in “fine.” In case you are wondering, there is only one 
known and that coin is now housed in the National Coin Collection having been traded by 
Matthew A. Stickney in 1843. In return Stickney obtained an impaired (apparently not a 
“fine”) proof 1804 silver dollar. 

The 1796 and 1797 halves are worth $75 to $100 in “fine.” I stare in awe and 
wonder at text proclaiming: “Half dollars, from 1817 to 1885, inclusive (excepting the 
1851 and 1852, worth from $2.50 to $5.00), from 75 c. to $1.00.” In “fine” condition 
quarter values are $8 for a 1 796, $30 for an 1 823, and $50 for an 1 827. Run of the mill 
quarters after 1827 are not more than 75 cents. Dimes start at $4 for a “fine” 1796 fillet 
head. From 1811 to 1885 they are worth 20 c. to 35 c. each, except for the 1846 worth 
$1 to $2.50. The silver three-cent pieces from “1851 to 1872, inclusive, [are] worth from 
1 5 to 75 cents, according to condition.” The 1 873 is worth $2 in “fine.” Many of the 
proof nickel five-cent pieces are listed at just three times their face value. 

As to what we now affectionately call large cents, the following appears on page 159: 
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This page 
intentionally 


left blank. 


Copper Cents 



Fine. 

Good. 

1793, chain America 

$20 00 

$12 00 

1793, “ 

10 00 

6 00 

1793, wreath 

...8 00 

5 00 

1793, lettered edge. . . . 

..900 

6 00 

1793, liberty cap 

.15 00 

8 00 

1794, “ 

...1 50 

75 

1795, “ lettered edge 2 50 

1 00 

1795, liberty, thin die 

$1 50 

$0 50 

1796, “ “ “ 

2 00 

75 

1796, fillet head 

2 00 

1 00 

1797 

1 50 

40 

1798 

1 00 

25 

1799 

25 00 

10 00 

1800 

1 00 

50 

1801 

1 00 

50 


The first entry must refer to the “Chain Amen.” variety. Highlights from page 
160 include the 1804 “copper cent” for $10 in “fine” and the 1809 for $4 in “fine.” The 
note after 1809 states: “From 1809 to 1857, inclusive, worth from 15 to 60 cents, 
according to condition.” The “Nickel and Bronze Cents” columns begin with the “1856 
eagle, nickel” listing for $3.50 in “proof’ and $2.50 in “good.” The 1857, 1858 and 1859 
cents are 50 cents in “proof’ as is the 1 877. “Good” cents are listed for 5 cents each 
from 1 857 to 1 864. Thereafter only the 1 877 at 5 cents exceeds a value of 3 cents. 

The 1796 Half Cent runs $40 in “fine.” The 1793, the 1797 liberty lettered edge, 
and the 1802 are $5 each in “fine.” The proof only issues of 1831, 1836, 1840 — 1849, 
and 1852 run from $8 to $12. The regularly issued dates from 1825 to 1857 are listed at 
no more than 40 cents each in “fine.” 

Gold coinage follows the half cents. Double eagles generally run about 20% over 
lace value until 1855 when they drop to $22. Eagles are 50% over lace until 1843 when 
they drop to 20% and list for $11 after 1855. The 1815 Half Eagle soars at $100 in 
“fine.” The 1822 Half Eagle is listed at $8 in “fine” condition. Check that one out in 
your Red Book. Later dated Half Eagles are not more than $6 in “fine.” Most of the $3 
dollar pieces carry a 50 cent premium. Quarter eagles are rarely worth more than twice 
their face value in the early years and drop to $3 each after 1852. Gold dollars sell for 
$1.40 in “fine” for the most part. The harder dates sell for $1.50. Finally, there are 
thirteen listings of territorial gold, including the “$50 1851, octagon” for $65. 

Perhaps the 1885 values were not accurately listed. Q. David Bowers in his epic 
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work Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the United States A Complete Encyclopedia 
notes the sale of the Dexter Specimen, a Proof-63 1 804 dollar, in 1 885 for $1000 (p. 470), 
the Berg Specimen (EF-40) sale in 1883 for $765 including a $25 buyer’s premium (p. 
474), and Davis Specimen (EF Cleaned) sales in 1883 for $1050 and $1200 (p. 475). 
Evans also traces the lineage and records prices for these coins though he omits any 
reference to grade. The values on the Davis price list seem to be accurate. By the way 
Dr. Davis is the Davis after which the “Davis Specimen” was named. He first purchased 
the coin in 1877 for $500, sold it for $1050 in 1883, and repurchased it in 1888 for $660. 
Today great rarities are not given values in the Red Book or Coin Values', rather sale and 
auction information is provided on them. 

Compare the coin values of 1885 with the values of today. What conclusions can 
we draw? First and foremost, there is no substitute for knowledge. Dr. Davis opined 
that an 1 884 trade dollar was worth only twice its face value. In fact only ten of them 
were issued. Perhaps, however, they were still (surreptitiously) available from the mint 
(or mint employees) in 1885 even though the mint had destroyed those dies early in the 
year. Dr. Davis tailed to note the value or existence of an 1885 trade dollar. Perhaps the 
five of them were coined after July first of that year. Bowers suggests otherwise at page 
1071. 


Second, great rarities generally remain great rarities and increase in value more than 
the common pieces. As copper collectors surely know, there is a “red shift effect in 
numismatics as well as space exploration. The best coins in the best condition tend to 
increase in value at a faster rate than their common counterparts. Many of the ‘Tine” 
rarities are now worth over 1 ,000 times what they were in 1 885 in our “extremely fine or 
“almost uncirculated” condition, while the more common dates increased in value 
considerably less both in terms of percentage and in dollars. Buy the keys first 

Third, although grading is still an art rather than a science, it has become much 
more exacting. Dr. Davis furnished values for large cents in only two conditions. 
Currently, the Red Book lists six. Coin Values eight and the Coin Dealer Newsletter 
eleven. All that pales in comparison to Copper Quotes by Robinson. CQR has up to 
fourteen different grades for large cents and assigns as many as thirty-eight values for each 
known die combination. R. Coulton Davis has but one entry for the 1 794 large cent while 
Jack Robinson has sixty-seven. Davis lists two values for an 1801 large cent Robinson 
specifies 389. When did you first become aware of the terms ‘Tull head”, “split bands”, 
and “full bell lines”? We are all becoming condition cranks. 

Fourth, although tastes change over time, we need to examine what drives demand. 
Initially, much of it is date driven: look at the values of the 1799 and 1 804 copper cents 
and the 1796 half cents in 1 885 and today. Collecting is about having one of everything 
you want. But what is it that collectors want? Stickney wanted a complete set of U. S. 
silver dollars, and he was willing to sacrifice the only known example of a colonial pattern 


- 114 - 


for it. Conversely, the Mint gave up a duplicate in order to perfect its collection of 
Colonial Coinage. One wonders if the Chief Coiner Adam Eckfeldt contrived to make the 
1804 silver dollar a great rarity in order to enhance the Mint’s own collection? 

Ultimately, collecting is more than just stringing together dates. With increased 
knowledge collectors strive to collect more varieties. It starts with mintmarks, proceeds 
to Red Book varieties, continues on a quest to obtain all Sheldon, Newcomb or Overton 
numbers, and theoretically concludes with an example of every die combination in every 
state of wear for every coin issued by the mint. Collectors are driven to remove more 
coins from the market, resulting larger collections and fewer available coins. Higher prices 
for coins are the result of more dollars chasing fewer coins. The 1 885 text has but fifteen 
entries of “copper cents” from 1793 to 180 1. The 2004 Red Book has 39. 

The real estate mantra is “location, location, location.” For me it’s more about 
“knowledge” and “timing” whether it’s real estate, numismatics or anything else. I know 
an old timer who purchased four rolls of 1955 double date cents at face value after 
receiving a call from a friendly bank teller. He recouped his out of pocket expense that 
day by selling one roll to a dealer. That was good timing and good foresight for both of 
them. A little luck didn’t hurt either. But if you couldn’t find them at your bank or in 
pocket change, would you have picked up a few rolls of 1877 cents in “good” at $2.50 
each? Can’t do it now. Too late. Bad timing. But would you have thought to do it then? 

None of us has a time machine to take us back to 1885. We may wonder what 
coins available today at reasonable premiums are likely to become tomorrow’s key dates. 
It might be useful to spend some time pondering this question by studying old Red Books 
and CQR \s. There is some discussion about possible new large cent listings in the Red 
Book. You know what that would do to demand for any new entry. It might also be 
useful to look at today’s Memorial Cents or clad issue albums and folders and speculate 
on what is the “toughest hole to fill.” Were I lucky enough to pick up a few winners, 
they would likely be parlayed into classic coinage. I am a collector a heart who is just 
looking for ways to acquire more of the coins on an ever expanding want (wish?) list. 

Hearken back to the simple joys of collecting U.S. coins 119 years ago. 
Numismatic reading material was limited. Only a few old codgers paid attention to die 
varieties then. Crosby and Maris had published their pamphlets on the 1793’s and 
1794’s, but that was just the beginning of the systematic study of large cents. Although 
there was a passing reference to branch mints, there was no mention of mintmarks in the 
Illustrated History of the United States Mint, and only a few major varieties were noted on 
the seven page Davis pricelist. Sheldon’s father kept his 100 or so large cents in a cigar 
box locked in the grandfather sea chest. Few, if any, albums were available 124 years 
ago. There were no “slabs” or 2 x 2’s. Today collectors can learn more about large cents. 
We organize and preserve our collections better as well. 
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Some really good stuff was out there in 1 885, and much of it was available at just 
slightly above face value. Today you cannot buy a large cent for a dollar even in a 
dealer’s junk box. Most of the better varieties have been cherried decades ago. But that’s 
OK with me: this is a simple passion and not a way to make a living. Remember, being 
lucky is not just about buying tour rolls of 1955 double date cents at face value. It s also 
about buying four rolls of 1877 cents for ten dollars in 1885, or taking the time to pick 
them out of change. The same concepts still apply. Building a satisfactory collection or 
trying to find tomorrow’s key date requires knowledge and the application of that 
knowledge to rarity, condition and anticipated demand. Being lucky can be as simple as 
“looking”, but it is also about being willing to “see” whether you are working at your 
public library on Saturday afternoon, or playing at your local coin show on Sunday. 


************* 

Update Planned for Half Cent Collection Survey 
Edward Masuoka 

I am preparing an update to the 1/200 Survey of half cent collections and directory of half 
cent collectors. The last edition of the Survey was in January 2003 and included 
information from 205 collectors. My goal is to mail out the revised survey report by the 
end of June with a summary of the results published in the July 2004 Penny-Wise. To 
make this happen I will need to receive information from all collectors by end of May 
2004. The information should be mailed to me at the address on the bottom of the 
second page of the survey form. 

If you are interested in participating in the Survey the process is simple but you must 
have a least one American half cent variety that is a business strike (the survey doesn’t 
include proof half cents, tokens or contemporary counterfeits.) Fill out the survey form 
included at the end of this issue of Pennv-Wise . When filling out the form please note 
that I’ve asked for varieties to be identified by their Cohen numbers. If you use Breen or 
Gilbert numbers and don’t have time to translate them to Cohen numbers then please note 
that at the top of the survey form and I'll handle the translation on my end. The survey 
itself will list the holdings in each collection by Cohen numbers. For each variety, the 
grade you enter should be the net grade following EAC conventions of the best coin in 
your collection for that variety. If you enter split grades (a grade for the obverse and a 
grade for the reverse like 12/8, 1 will use the lower grade when entering the coin in the 
database.) While only the best coin of each variety is listed for a collection. I will also 
include duplicates you hold in your collection in the overall summary statistics for a 
variety. 

If you have contributed to the survey in the past and haven't received the 2003 survey 
report, write me a short note with your mailing address. A number of surveys come back 
to me each year as undeliverable as addressed. For those collectors who elect to report 
their collections in the survey, thanks for taking the time to provide information that will 
add to our understanding of the rarity of half cent varieties. 

************* 
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COLLECTING ON A BUDGET 

Ray Rouse 

On a recent trip to FUN I was asked about the details of how to build a half cent collection by a young 
collector. Like most beginning collectors, he needed guidance on how to establish goals and how to 
determine the quality of the coins he needed for his collection. The following plan is submitted as a 
reasonable way for a budget minded half cent collector to begin. 

The Middle Up Plan 

The basic idea here is to build a collection having average and above average examples of each of the 
varieties in the collection. This offers the following advantages: 

1 ) There are no bad coins in the collection. 

2) Since all the material is average or better there are a lot more coins to choose from than in collections 
seeking only the best. 

3) There is definitive guidance as to when to buy and when to pass on a coin. 

4) The monetary requirements are more modest than when chasing high-end material. 

5) With grading guidance provided, the selection process becomes one of finding examples with few 
problems, nice color, and great surfaces. These are the real keys to a fine collection. 

Simply pull out your 1/200 Survey and look at the Breakout by Grade on the inside of the first page. 
Here is a practical guide to the number and grade of half cents found in the vast majority of current 
collections. Now, this is not completely accurate because there are always collectors who do not list their 
collections; there are always coins in dealer inventories; there are always duplicates of some varieties in 
collections; and there are always coins in type sets or other non— half cent collections. Still, it is a great 
practical guide as to what you can expect to find available over time. 

For example: here is a variety where the survey shows 88 examples in collections and the reported grades 
are shown as: UNC=0; AU=1; XF=3; VF=18; F=19; VG=23; G=9; and AG=15. Now this does not 
correspond to the Condition Census for this variety which list 2 UNC; 3 AU; 3 XF etc, but many of these 
coins are in unlisted high-end collections, type sets, etc, and do not figure into the average collector's 
plan. 

To determine what grade coin you need just count half way, 44 examples, down the list form the top. 
When you do this you find that the UNC+AU+XF+VF+F examples total only 41 coins and to get the 44th 
coin you have to include some of the 23 VG examples in the survey. To me this suggests that a nice VG, 
say a "10" with good color and surfaces, is a good or better than most collections have. Thus a nice "10" 
or better coin is a reasonable goal for this variety, and any decent "12" or better coin is nicer than average. 

Now let's look at some number on the availability of material. A coin that is listed as a Rarity 3 for 
example is expected to have 201 to 600 identifiable examples in existence. If there are 400 or so 
examples then, in the case of half cent variety collections there are more than enough examples to go 
around, for Rarity 1 's and 2's this is even more the case. This of course does not mean that all of the coins 
are desirable examples-quite the contrary! 

Let's go back to our above example. The coin in question is a Rarity 3. If there are 200+ examples and 
only 88 are in collections, where are the rest? After all there are only 205 half cent collections. If there 
are over 200 examples, why doesn't everyone have one? 

Well there are two UNC and two more AU coins in the CC than in the survey, but that is not very many. 
If we make a guess that 10% or so of the collectable examples are in dealer inventories at any point in 
time, that is still only 8 to 10 examples. Frankly it is my belief that the other 100+ examples are mostly 
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attributable junk! Just look at the many terrible coins on eBay. Thus, this typical Rarity 3 has a 
collectable data base of about 100 coins; selecting the 44th best clearly places your collection in the top 
half of collections out there! 

If this is true for a Rarity 3 variety, then the astute collector should always keep an eye out for the Rarity 
4 and higher coins that he or she needs, as these varieties do not have enough examples for all half cent 
collectors to have one in any condition, collectable or not. 

Still with the choice of 44 Middle Up coins from reported collections, plus say 10 or so coins from dealer 
inventories and five or six nice coins in nonreporting collections, you chances of finding a decent 
example are clearly much greater than limiting yourself to finding one of the 1 0 CC pieces. 

While you can work it out for yourself with the help of the survey, I offer the following general guidance 
for building a half cent collection. 

Liberty Caps, 1 793 to 1 797: for any variety a nice VG is better than average example. 

Draped Busts, 1800 to 1808: for the common varieties, a nice VF would be an about average example; 
for Rarity 4's a nice VG or F will do; and any collectable example of higher rarities puts your collection 
above average. 

Classic Heads, 1809 to 1835: for a common varieties of 1809 and 1810 as well as 1825 Cl and 1826 C2 
a nice VF puts you in the top half; for the common 1825 to 1835 varieties it takes an AU; the 1811s are 
surprisingly tough, with only a decent VG required; and 1809 Cl seems only to come in low grades. 

Late Dates, 1849 to 1857: all require AU examples. 

A general feeling of the monetary savings of the Middle Up Plan can be seen by looking at these late 
dates and noticing that while many collections have uncirculated examples of these coins, the average 
nice AU can normally be found for 1/3 to 1/2 of what a UNC brings, the savings can be substantial. This 
spread is even more noticeable with high end examples of early date half cents often running in multiples 
of 5 to 10 times that of decent VG examples. 

The Middle Up Plan is designed to let you find nice coins for your collection, decide when to buy, and 
stay in your budget. 

However in the final analysis building a nice collection means selecting outstanding coins for their grade. 
Nice color, great surfaces, and no problems are the attributes of great coins of any grade. Happy 
collecting. 


************* 


MAKING SENSE 
John D. Wright, NLG 


From the clues below, how soon can you guess the year? 

In South Africa, Zulu chief Shaka is assassinated by his brothers, who become joint kings. Shaka had 
grown progressively more unbalanced mentally since the death of his mother last year, and his brothers 
have acted to stop the indiscriminant executions. This seems disquietingly similar to some African states 
of today. 
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The memoirs of Giovanni Casanova are published this year, thirty years after Casanova's death. So there 
you have it - both the warrior and the lover in the same year. 

Washington Irving, the author of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" and "Rip Van Winkle", is now a 
diplomatic attache in Spain. This year he turns his pen to Spanish history and publishes History of the 
Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus . 

The world's first chocolate candy is produced this year by Dutch chocolate-maker Conrad Van Houten. 
Until now, the bitter product of South American cacao beans was only a powder used to make a chocolate 
beverage, sweetened to taste. 

The Rio de la Plata (River of Silver) region in South America has long been claimed both Brazil and 
Argentina. Only Britain's intervention and mediation prevents a war. By terms of the agreement, the area 
becomes a new country buffering the two combatants and subservient to neither. The new country is 
called "Uruguay". 

Jedediah Smith's expedition becomes the first to travel overland from California (San Diego) to the 
Pacific Northwest. Though Smith escapes, most of his party are slaughtered by Indians in Oregon 
Territory. 

The first Cherokee newspaper. The "Cherokee Phoenix" begins this year in Echota, Georgia, using the 
"talking leaf' symbols created by Sequoyah seven years earlier. 

As twin evidences of tolerance— levels of this era, the state of Georgia declares all laws of the Cherokee 
Nation to be null and void, and the Postmaster General of the US rules that negros can carry mail only if 
supervised by a white man. 

The first recorded strike of factory workers in this country occurs this year at a textile plant in New 
Jersey. The militia is called out to end the labor violence, and the workers' goal fails. They had wanted a 
work shift to be limited to ten hours, with an hour lunch at noon. 

American Pottery Manufacturing Company this year begins selling the first chinaware produced in the 
US. Previously all chinaware has been imported from Europe or China (from which the name derives). 

A state seminary chartered by Indiana eight years ago adds nonreligious training and is further chartered 
this year as Indiana College. Its name will be changed ten years hence to Indiana University. 

If you are still stumped, the following better-known events of this year are normally taught in history 
classes. 

Noah Webster culminates over twenty years of work by publishing The American Dictionary of the 
English Language . The two-volume work contains 70,000 definitions. Included are many hundreds of 
uniquely American words, such as "revolution" and "applesauce". 

The "Age of American Railroads" begins on July 4th of this year with the groundbreaking ceremony in 
Baltimore for the newly formed Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The ceremony is attending by Charles 
Carroll, the only remaining signer of the Declaration of Independence. The first section of rails to Elliot's 
Mills will open in two years. Originally horse drawn, the trains will be steam powered within months of 
that opening. B&O rails will continue to be laid westward, reaching Saint Louis by 1857. 

In a tit-for-tat master stroke the US Congress passes a tariff bill imposing high duties on many imported 
goods, then immediately follows it with the Reciprocity Act, which eliminates duties on goods from 
countries who reciprocate. The tariff bill is called the "Tariff of Abominations" by southern states, and it 
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pushes deeper a wedge between the industrial northern states and the agrarian southern states. It will 
take another third of a century for this widening rift to erupt into bloodshed. 

Andrew Jackson is elected President of the United States, unseating his long-time rival John Q. 
Adams. The campaign has been the most slanderous and verbally vicious yet. Political discord 
increases and begins to polarize along geographic lines. 

Any of the last few items should have identified the year as 1 828. The total value of gold mined in 
the US before 1828 is less than $110,000. All of that has been from small deposits in North 
Carolina. Local private coinage of gold will not be tried here until two years hence. Less than one 
percent of all federal gold coinages before the 1 830's is from US mined gold. 

Gold coins struck by the US mint this year amount to only 28,000 half eagles. One variety of this 
year's half eagle has the date 1828 over 1827. All 1828 half eagles are rare enough that the overdate 
commands little or no premium. 

To this miniscule gold issue we add a bit over four million silver coins and almost four million more 
copper pieces. One fascinating piece of this year is a quarter dollar with the "25c" denomination cut 
over "50c". Obviously the die cutter, after completing the lettering on nineteen half-dollar reverses, 
failed to notice at first that the twentieth die was a smaller diameter. A quick overstamp and 
hopefully nobody will ever notice. 

The letter and numeral punches on US coinage vary widely this year. Half dollars of 1 828 come with 
three styles of 2, two sizes of 8, and two sizes of letters on the reverse. These variations cause little 
or no difference in prices. There are two VERY different date sizes on both the dimes and the cents 
of 1828. For the large cents the single small-date die is like all of the next ten years, while the four 
large-date dies are like those of the preceding thirteen years. 

The single most fascinating variety of 1828 is the twelve-star half cent. There were twenty-four 
states in 1 828. The mint had standardized on thirteen stars back in 1797. No other US coin of ANY 
denomination or date is from a die cut with twelve stars. I would rank this in the same category as 
the fifteen-star 1817 cent - a die-cutter's goof for which there is no logical explanation. The so- 
called "twelve-star" 1 808 cent resulted from a broken die where one star did not strike up, similar to 
the "no-D" 1922 cent. Fortunately the twelve-star half cent is common enough that an interested 
collector can get one for little or no premium over its thirteen-star date-mate. That is, unless that 
collector insists on an XF or better. One of those could cost you double or more. 

Of course, my first love is the US large cents. Of the twelve die combinations from five obverse and 
eleven reverse dies of 1 828 cents, most are common to only slightly scarce - including the single 
small-date die of this year. The only two scarce varieties of 1828 cents (N4 and N 12) are not great 
rarities, but nice examples (VF or better) of either of them will see spirited bidding to several times 
the price of the most common 1 828 cents. 

If you are willing to settle for Fine or below, be patient. You can expect to cherrypick both a 28N4 
and a 28N12 within three to five years - and hunting for them is more fun than just plopping down a 
big wad of money. 


************* 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dick Saxl (RHSAXL@aol.com) writes, 

[My article elsewhere in this issue of P-W ] amounts to the first book report I’ve 
prepared since I was in the 8^ grade. It certainly is the only one I ever did voluntarily. 

My trip to the local public library in Westport, Connecticut is not fictioa I was 
using reference books to establish date of death stock values for an estate I am probating. 
And it really was a dreary Saturday afternoon in January. Fve used that library for 
decades and had even looked for coin books in the card catalog years ago. I just never 
happened across this one. Interestingly enough, Sheldon referred to the History of the 
United States Mint in Penny Whimsy, where he stated that the date of publication was 
1893. While checking sales of 1804 silver dollars in Bowers I noted that an A. M. Smith 
authored the original work in 1881 (Bowers Encyclopedia at page 1069.) I went “on line” 
and found mentions of several other editions of the work: 1 884 by A. M. Smith; and 1 888 
and 1 892 by Evans. It would be fun to check out Dr. Davis’ coin values in other editions. 

The book I came across was a reserved reference book, so I dutifully proceeded to 
make copies of a few of the pages using the library’s copy machine. They were dreadful. 
When I returned to the library to put a magnifying glass over the illustration of the 
“counting board,” I bravely asked for and actually received permission to remove the 
book from the library to make decent copies. I didn’t even have a library card. If you 
would like to have copies of the “fun parts” of the book. I’ll be happy to send them to 
you. I’m sure I’ve seen many of the illustrations before, perhaps in P-W. 

When I was in college a psychology professor said that if I wanted to have new 
ideas, I should read old books. ‘Tis true! 

* * * 


R. Tettcnhorst writes. 

People who attended the 1992 EAC meeting here in St. Louis undoubtedly have 
pleasant memories of Eric Newman’s Money Museum and its associated library, housed 
in a local bank. A few years ago, the lease at the bank ran out and the Museum was 
closed. Now, however, as you may have read in Coin World, the Museum will be located 
in a much larger facility as part of an arts complex at Washington University. A major 
gift from Evelyn and Erie Newman made this possible. The Museum is expected to open 
in 2006. 

Editor’s comment : Yes, we who attended that EAC, with its Friday evening trip to Eric’s 
Museum, will never forget the experience! Tett enclosed a Washington University press 
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release with his letter, in which it was noted that “the Newman Money Museum will 
house exhibitions and audiovisual displays on a variety of topics relating to the history of 
coins and currency, as well as a numismatic library; curator’s office; and workplace for 
visiting scholars.” At a time when general and state historical museums seem to take less 
and less interest in our numismatic heritage, this is welcome news, indeed. 


Fellow EAC’ers, can you help? On October 1, 2003, whilst attributing an 1847 
large cent 1 had acquired some months previous, I discovered a small raised dot within the 
1 of the date. (See drawing.) It became a tossup between N.4 andN.27. 1 thought the 
dot would make the case for either easier. But neither the Newcomb, Breen or Grellman 
mentioned the dot in the 1. Had I actually stumbled across a new variety/mint error for 
1 847? I emailed Fred Iskra and faxed him over the drawing. He checked his collection of 
N.4s and N.27s (3) and reported back that he did not see the dot on any of the pieces. I 


Nicholas A. Forster writes (from the UK), 



? 


1847 N.4 with Dot in date. 
(Dotty Date) 

No crack on reverse. 
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then contacted Bob Grelhnan. He naturally wanted to see the coin itself to enable a true 
assessment of the coin. However, the snail mail in the UK can be somewhat “hit and 
miss” and I didn’t feel confident enough to let it go on a journey that might end up 
between here and Timbuktu! So I sent Bob a video of the coin instead. (I don’t mind 
losing that!) By now I had made up my own mind that the coin was N.4 after matching it 
to the photograph in the Superior Sale of the Wes Rasmussen Collection of February, 
1998, page 35. Bob saw the video, as did Fred. Fred was intrigued, and Bob still wanted 
to see the coin in the “copper flesh,” so’s to speak. (And he thought it to be N.27?) 

Now I turn to you guys. Do any of you out there see the dot in the l on any of 
your N.4s or N.27s? (I include N.27 as Bob thought that’s what it was, although I 
disagree.) Please let me know. E-mail me with any comments at: 
NAF4726@hotmail.com. Please mark the subject as Dotty Date. That’s how I’ve come 
to know her by. Thanks, guys. 

P.S.: I know I will eventually have to send the coin to Bob for verification. I just 

hope Bob has moved to Timbuktu! 

* * * 

Jim Cox (EAC #775) writes, 

I joined EAC in 1979. My collecting interest is in early date half cents and large 
cents, [especially] 1794 large cent varieties! I bought my first large cent in 1973, an 1 849 
F-12 for $4.25. I would like to answer some questions you asked in the November 2003 
issue, “Year’s End.” 

This year... my collecting goal is to obtain the following: 1794 C-la, 1800 to 1808 
draped bust half cents, and 1794 S-22, S-24, S-28, S-49, S-51, and S-63 large cents. I am 
not exactly wealthy, so this presents a problem, not so much with the draped bust half 
cents, but 1794 half cents and large cents are costly in Fine or Very Fine range. My 
collection finds me wanting to improve it and gain more knowledge. I am still enthused 
about collecting. After reading your editorial, I ran out and bought a current Redbook! I 
also brought out and looked at every issue of Penny-Wise since I joined in 1979! [And] I 
took out my favorite half cents and ‘94s and brushed them up! 

As I said before. I’m no millionaire, so I buy a coin every now and then. I get 
frustrated at times with the ridiculous prices some people pay. I feel it takes away from 
the hobby, the fun. My goal is to upgrade, mixed with some new dates and varieties I 
don’t have. I would like to get all the draped bust half cents in choice VF, excluding the 
1802 C-l, 1802 C-2 and 1808/7 C-2— too expensive and hard to find nice! The 1794 cents 
I listed earlier I’d like in choice Fine to Very Fine. 
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[Though some of my collecting interest] has drifted elsewhere due to high prices--I 
also collect toy soldiers and trains— my first collecting love is 1794 large cents. I hold 
them sacred! My collection can probably never take me as far as it can go! I mean, to me 
collecting seems perpetual; I will always want to collect, as long as I have the means and 
am still breathing! . . .Many of the coins in my collection I hold sacred; I would never sell 
them. When it’s time for me to go. I’ll pass them on to a family member. 

I guess I’d be considered a reclusive collector, as I’ve never attended a convention. 
I have no excuse for missing local conventions, but cannot afford to fly out of state to buy 
coins. I’m sure my collection and collecting knowledge would grow by ‘leaps and 
bounds’ if I attended an EAC convention! . . .1 really appreciate the time and effort that 
you and other members put into Penny-Wise . I feel guilty sometimes, that I’ve never 
contributed anything for Pennv-Wise other than my mini-autobiography and paying 
dues... I have what seems to be a hundred thoughts per second, many other things to say 
which I didn’t put in words. . . 


* 


* 


* 


Eugene Sternlicht writes. 


F.U.N. Show Escapades 

I was looking to fill holes in 18th century cents with little success. Second time 
around, I overpaid Bird for an S- 101, S-105, and S-114 at under four figures each; that s 
the reality today. 

Reynolds had the usual accurately graded and priced draped bust cents; 
unfortunately, they ail suffered from ugly maladies. 

Kept looking, and saw a run of beefy VF 1807 cents that were more than 
acceptable— filled five holes. But as for the S-272, not a hint of one on the floor. 

Stopped by Young’s table; he’s an island of rationality in a sea of opportunistic 
predators. Bought a late die state Three Errors cent on which all three were visible, and 
the cracks were beefy; the obverse was smooth. What can I say?— I had the proper 
severity of sickness for the coin. 

It pays to press the flesh; all of the above were fresh deals— the kind of coins that 
rarely make it to price lists. 

************* 
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FROM THE INTERNET 


GENE ANDERSON 


A Matter of Policy 

As a matter of personal policy, your Internet scribe does not include comments 
regarding the commercial activities of EAC members. For example, I don’t include dealer 
schedules in this column even though they appear regularly in Region 8. An exception to 
this rule is being made this month in order to include comments about a possible update 
to the Penny-Wise CD. My reasoning is that this product is very important to those who 
love early copper. If you have ever performed research for an article or for your own 
personal pleasure using this CD, you know how useful a tool this can be. 


New Members 

Joining since our last report are Doug McHenry, Tony Sileo, Curt Wildemann, 
Ron Haglof, Amo Safran, and Steve Grabski. Region 8 now has 328 members. To join 
Region 8 just email Mark Switzer at dcl8i@ola.com . Be sure to include what state you are 
located in, your mailing address (a P.O. Box is preferred for security reasons), and state 
what you collect. 


EAC 2004 

Dan Trollan reports that the 1 E* 1 Annual Large Cent Happing in San Diego will 
feature the following varieties: 1793 Sll, 1794 S33, 1797 S121a, 1801 S218, 1820 N14, 
and 1851 N35. Everyone is encouraged to bring their examples no matter what the grade. 
If you don’t have any of these varieties, come anyway and see what you are missing! 
Your coins will be kept safely in a special case if you bring them before the table monitors 
arrive. Speaking of monitors, Dan can always use more volunteers. There is some 
minimum paper work to be filled out on each coin entered so that it can be properly 
accounted for. Please arrive a little early to complete that administrative chore. Steve 
Carr made a second call for exhibits. Contact him if you are interested. He also said that 
there would be a grading and counterfeit detection seminar at the EAC convention as well 
as an early copper class and mini-seminar at the ANA Summer Seminar. Playing the part 
of the perfect convention host, Jon Warshawsky stated that anyone having trouble 
obtaining the EAC hotel rate should contact him. He will follow up with the local hotel 
staff. Jon also reported that Heritage would be showing the collection of Wes Rasmussen. 
This will be the only opportunity to view the collection before it is slabbed. There will a 
separate lot viewing room for Wes’ coins adjacent to the EAC lot viewing room. A1 Boka 
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gave a summary of the planned 1794 variety exhibit with each Sheldon numbered variety 
having an extraordinary provenance. Greg Heim understands the importance of attending 
an EAC convention. He reports selling some ancillary numismatic material for the money 
to go. Greg knows the knowledge and friendships at the convention are well worth the 
money. Ed Jasper said the EAC sale would feature an outstanding selection of middle 
date large cents from the estate of former EAC president Stu Hodge. Many of the coins 
have been in Stu’s collection for more than 25 years with some of them being condition 
census level coins. 

Grading Idea 

Bill Eckberg’s thoughts, on the idea of having a set of coins that would allow 
members to compare their grading skills against the “standard” grading of some EAC 
members who are known for their grading abilities, were mixed It is an interesting idea, he 
said. The difficult part of carrying out this test of skills is going beyond the sharpness 
grade. People react differently to different kinds of coin problems. Bill Maryott, 
following up on his grading idea, suggested another test. Take the Bill Noyes book on 
early dates and turn to the 1798 S-157. Cover up the bottom of the page so you can’t see 
the grades given the two coins featured. Take a few minutes to grade both coins and then 
compare your grade to the Noyes grades listed If your grade is within 4 points of the 
Noyes’ grade on both, congratulations, you are one of the better graders in EAC. Gerald 
Buckmaster stated that coin grading is like most other technical arts and can benefit from 
collaborative multiple opinions. 

Half Cents 

Roxanne Himmelstein announced she was also cuckoo about half cents. No 
surprise to anyone who knows her. She says they offer the same opportunity to collect 
die varieties, die breaks, and truly rare coins. 

Good Advice 

Mike Latesta states that best way to handle high dollar eBay transactions is to use 
eBay’s escrow service that is described on their web site. The escrow service takes your 
money and notifies the seller that they have the money. The seller sends you the item and 
then you notify the escrow service to release the money. Mark Switzer stated in 
response to a question, that credit card fees cost dealers from 3% to 10%. When paying 
with plastic, you effectively give up all ability to dicker or get a discount. Stu Schrier 
took time to thank those who have offered advice since he became an EAC member. He 
stated there is a noticeable difference in the coins he bought before his membership and 
those purchased after membership. 

Inquiries 
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Jeff Noonan asked for advice about taking digital photographs under a full- 
spectrum lamp such as an Ott-lite. He has not achieved the color results he has wanted 
using a halogen light Gene Anderson requested data (diameter, rim width, grade, color, 
reverse rotation, and weight) on any Bay Area counterfeits owned by EAC members. 
Alan Anthony replied to an earlier request for data on genuine Virginia halfpence giving 
detailed specifications. The standard Virginia halfpence should weigh 1 16.7 grains plus or 
minus 3.33 %. Most weigh between 114 and 120 grains. Weights between 105 and 128 
grains are found with some regularity. Any coins that fall outside that range should be 
viewed with suspicion. Alan does, however, have a Newman 8 H that weighs only 88.2 
grains. Thickness should be 1/16” to 3/32” on most. Wear or heavy strike can affect the 
thickness. Diameter on the Virginia halfpence should be 61/64” to l and 1/32” with the 
width sometimes greater than the height of the coin by 1/32” or so. These coins should be 
99% copper plus or minus .5%. There are some dangerous counterfeits of Newman 22S 
and Newman 7D. Gerald Buckmaster asked for help in determining if any 1809 Cl half 
cents had been offered on eBay since September of 2002. If none have been offered during 
that time period, when was the last time ever such a coin appeared on eBay? In a later 
follow up, Gerald stated that one or two 1809 Cl half cents have shown up in the last 
year. Also, according to Gerald’s recent trip to the Smithsonian, a coinage exhibit shows 
that J.P. Droz is the designer of both the chain cent and the liberty cap cent. He asks, 
“Did I miss something?”Doug Durasoff asked why isn’t the 1839 N8 considered the 
first late date. He says it is clearly of the “new type” linked to the next several years and 
not to the rest of the 1839s. Mark Varney stated that he had purchased a VF 1806 C-6 
half cent that appears to be an intermediate die state between Manley 9.5 and 10.0. There 
is a crack from the top of the “C” in “America” to the rim parallel to the cud exhibited in 
state 9.5, and a cud or strong break to the rim from the top of the “A” to the rim. Mark 
wants to know if anybody else has noticed this state. Don Heine asked for advice on 
photographing large cents. What digital camera works best? What do auction houses use? 
Jack Conour responded to Don’s inquiry. Jon Lnsk also responded by pointing out 
that Fuji has just announced a new camera that has two CCD’s per pixel. This means that 
the shadow and bright areas will not be washed out as much. Add to that a good Nikon 
lens and you are set. Alan Gorski asked half cent experts how common was it for items 
to be sold at a fractional price resulting in the need for a half cent Stu Schrier asked 
about what appeared to be a high grade 1795 half cent on eBay. Others were also 
suspicious as Stu was for several reasons. Ron Manley was concerned because the seller 
was foreign and thus it would be essentially impossible to get your money back if there 
was a problem. Also, the seller has only been on eBay for a month. Buyers beware! 
Mark Switzer likewise was concerned because the seller required a cashier’s check or 
bank transfer for payment. Using the eBay escrow was not a given option. Stu was 
concerned about it being a copy. Mark said it could be a stolen photo. He also noted that 
there seemed to be too many replies to positive feedback. The syntax of the feedbacks 
was very similar. Buyers beware! Michael Lawrence wrote that the half cent in question 
looked very much like his 1795 electrotype. Tom Harrington asked about software to 
print coin information on 2x2 envelopes and thick paper inserts used in flips. Jon Lusk 
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responded that Aveiy has a small square label just smaller than a 2x2. They also have a 
printing program that makes it easy to use. Tony Sileo is looking for infoimation on an 
1807 half cent that looks like it has the obverse re-struck on the reverse. He can email a 
photo to anyone who might have information on it. 

News Items 

Greg Heim pointed out that the fees for using eBay are going up. He wonders if it 
will reduce the repetitive listing of some high priced coins. While responding to an inquiry 
from Shawn Yancey about Jefferson Heads and Starred Reverse large cents at the FUN 
show, Paul Pattacini described the activity on the bourse as follows. He saw one 
Jefferson Head but no Starred Reverse cents. The show was extremely busy. Many times 
he had to wait to see coins or talk to dealers. Paul was able to sell coins easily at 
reasonable prices. He had some common VG middle dates, some scarcer varieties of 
middle dates, and some AU late date half cents. They all sold well. On the other hand 
Paul had a hard time purchasing VG to F, no problem, average to average plus early date 
cents. Also, the rare middle date varieties he was looking for were pricey. Non EAC 
dealers had some coppers, but they were over graded and had problems. As usual, nice 
stuff was hard to find. Denis Loring stated that he saw both a Jefferson Head and a 
Starred Reverse at the FUN show. The S48 was F-VF sharpness but was porous and not 
attractive. While researching how many 1 857 half cents survive today, Doug Blanchard 
wrote that based on his records, an average of nine 1 857 half cents have sold on eBay each 
month since July of 2002. Red Henry reported that the January e-mail edition of the 
Early Date Report was being sent out to EDR members listing over 21,000 coins held in 
158 collections. Fred Iskra reported that the new email address for updates and 
correspondence concerning the Common Cents Report is CommonCents@mchsi com . 

Penny-Wise On CD 

Responding to inquiries about an updated CD, Jon Lusk reviewed the current 
situation and asked for comments from members. The following points summarize his 
comments. 

1 . Fourteen years ago Jon asked the Board for permission to conver t P-W to electronic 

form on CD because a) he thought the Club’s information was important, and b) 
he was president of a company that had gotten into the business of CD 
publishing, and he could showcase his company’s skills while providing a valuable 
product. 

2. Acrobat Reader was available for $3.00 a copy, but you had to buy 25,000 copies. 

Instead, a decent reader was found for a one-time cost of $8,000. The disc was 
done, and done well. 

3. Six years later, Jon issued an update and gave everyone a buy-back on the original. 

That worked well, but it became apparent that sales didn’t meet expectations. 

Even though the proportion of EAC members who owned computers was 
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probably increasing, there were fewer copies of the update sold. 

4. The grapevine reported that the CD was being illegally copied and distributed on the 

QT. 

5. Last year Jon decided to go ahead and put out an update. He had his office person 

convert each year as it came out leaving on the last year and a half to finish. 

6. Disaster struck. Jon sold his company. He took a copy of the work in progress, but it 

was lost somehow in the move. Going back to his old company Jon found that the 
disc containing the information had been reformatted. 

7. The question now was what to do. Was it worth putting in three or four months work 

to put out a CD that would sell only 30 copies? 

8. Jon proposed an idea a few years back that he would like reconsidered: 

9. The idea would be to give every EAC member updates as they are done. For the next 

five years Jon would charge the Club $4.10 per copy per year. 

10. After that, Jon would donate my rights to the Club along with the electronic source. 

The Club could decide what to do after that. 

1 1 . Jon would also be willing to do a CD update every other year for 10 years at $5.25 

per CD. 

12. Jon envisions that the CD update would normally ship with the May issue. However, 

if the Club approved this idea at EAC 2004 in April, the first CD would ship in 
July 2005. Jon would spend the time to convert all the back issues to Acrobat and 
keep it as a single disc product so that it could be used on either an Apple or 
Windows platform. 

Jon would like to hear a discussion on this issue. Is it worth it to individual 
members or the Club? Are enough members interested? Should the idea be voted on in San 
Diego? Should the format be changed to Acrobat Reader or kept as TextWare? John 
Conour was the first to respond to this issue by saying that he could think of no better 
expenditure of $4. 10 than to get a CD of Penny-Wise. David Palmer said that he would 
like an updated CD in Acrobat reader. Alan Gorski asked about search capacity on the 
CD. John Heninger wondered about the capacity of the CD. If it is about full, keep the 
early issues as is and go to the new format with the later issues. Ray Williams said he 
purchased the original CD and planned to purchase the next CD to be issued. If the CD 
was supplied to all members as part of the EAC dues, that would be fine. Please don’t 
stop providing Penny -Wise on CD! Edward Bode would not be interested in a CD. He 
doesn’t think we should assess all members for the CD service. Gene Anderson stated 
that he had purchased a CD in order to read all of the back issues of Penny-Wise . Having 
used the CD on many information safaris, he stated that information could be located in 
minutes compared to searching all of the annual paper indexes. There is too much work 
involved to sell only a few copies. Gene said he would have no objection to a $5.00 dues 
increase to pay for the useful CD. He asked if the new CD would only contain the recent 
years or go back to 1967. Changing to Acrobat would be okay if the current features on 
the TextWare CD can be duplicated. Taking advantage of a known fixed quantity of sales 
allows for a cheap price for everyone without a great risk for Jon Lusk. Who knows. 
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maybe somebody could figure out how to apply this idea to Numistudy CDs so that they 
could be more affordable to the average club member. Eugene Bruder thought $4.00 or 
$5.00 seemed a reasonable cost for a yearly or a bi-annual update. Eugene would even 
take an electronic version of Penny-Wise as a cost and space saver. Geoff Bard thinks it 
would be a great idea to have a Pennv-Wise CD as an EAC benefit even at the cost of an 
increased membership fee. Acrobat Reader would be great as long as Pennv-Wise is in text 
form rather than graphical which would allow text searches of the content. 

Mark Switzer calculates 1300 active members times $4. 10 is only $5,330.00 per 
year. Redone in searchable PDF format and shipped annually with and including the 
convention sale catalog sounds like a no brainer to him. Jack Conour thinks distributing 
the CD with the annual sale catalog is a good idea. He also suggested that new members 
receive their first CD for free. Tom Deck is in favor of the Lusk CD proposal even if it 
raises dues. He would be willing to help make copies. Tom Harrington didn’t think that 
members who do not want the CD should be charged for it in their dues. He suggested 
making the CD an optional item. He wants the CD and hopes that it will have a user- 
friendly search capability. Kim Greeman expressed support for the Lusk CD. Raising 
her dues $5.00 per year is okay. She also would prefer an electronic version of Penny- 
Wise for the savings in space, paper, postage, and printing costs. Phyllis Thompson 
likes the idea of a CD, but she wondered if it could be available for those who use a Mac. 
Mark Switzer noted that the earlier versions of the CD could be used on both regular 
PCs and Macs. Tom Wolf said that three fourths of EAC members do not belong to 
Region 8, and he thinks that most of them do not use a computer. They would have no 
use for the CD. Tom uses web TV. Tony Sileo would like to see Penny-Wise distributed 
to members on CD. He is inundated with the paper issues, but hesitates to throw 
anything away. Research on a PC is easier. Let the members vote. 


If you’re interested in Late Date Large Cents, then consider joining the Common Cents Report. 
It is a free semi-annual publication published in May and November dedicated strictly to increasing 
knowledge on Late Date Large Cents. Its primary purpose is to understand availability and rarity of 
specific varieties between 1840 and 1857 based on actual known pieces in collector hands. A 
secondary purpose is to determine the collector’s collection ranking within the reported collections as a 
friendly competitive incentive. 

There are two requirements for membership. First, the collector must be a current EAC 
member in good standing. Second, the collector must submit his/her collodion data as to variety type, 
grade of best example and total number of each variety. This information is then placed into a matrix of 
varieties versus collections. . 

Interested in joining? Or, if you have any questions please contact: 

Fred Iskra, 236 E. Rooney Ave., Appleton, MN 56208-1534, - CommonCents@mchsi.com 


************* 



************* 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are free. ADS 
LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID IN ADVANCE. 
Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is $100. Graphic and halftone 
setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads should be limited to early American 
Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the May 2004, issue is April 30, 2004. All ads 
must include the individual membership number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be 
sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise, does not examine any of the material advertised 
in Penny-Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes 
no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and no part shall 
have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising or relating to any 
advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. Complaints concerning 
advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; 
complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or terminations of membership or advertising 
privileges. 


************* 

What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like enjoying a 
personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing and 
hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, 
but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can be 

used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your 
pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 

************* 

JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25 8 1 7 Portland, OR 97298 

(503)626- 1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion session? No!! 
It's a series of early coppers that weaves one through the dawn of the Industrial Revolution and American 
Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of Britain, and the lives of the elite and 
the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free copy of The Token Examiner, the world's most 
informative and entertaining price list of the 18th Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great 
rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the 
exception of expensive US related colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at 
prices not seen by large cent collectors for over half a century! 

************* 
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PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC#425, CTCC #9 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
1-360-240-8366 


PO Box 1288 
x.flan@verizon.net 

BRITISH TOKENS is my specialty and has been since about 1970 with my first token purchases made 
in 1963. They fascinated me even before the Dalton & Hamer book was reprinted the first time by Seaby 
in 1967. And, the best part, they were and are cheaper and similarly fascinating as our large and half 
cents — even colonials! Many Uncirculateds can be had for $25 or $30!! I've expanded into 17th and 
19th century English tokens as well as evasions, unofficial farthings and BOOKS! I issue several free 
lists a year with HUNDREDS of tokens. Just Email or call or write me. I have a 21 day return policy for 
any or no reason! So, no risk - take a look! Even a layaway plan for those that want it. Try a little 
beginner's group of these to fit your pocket book! 

************* 

CHARLES DAVIS, EAC # 1 42 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 0 1 984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 

Volume I ( 1 793 - 1 8 1 4) & Volume II ( 1 8 1 6 - 1 839) $240.00 postpaid 

Volume I not available separately; Volume II only $ 85.00 postpaid 

Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-l to S-91 $ 65.00 postpaid 


************ 

EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's: British tokens and books about them. We publish Dalton 
and Hamer, distribute the new 1 9th century copper token reference and stay in close touch with the British 
token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens each year as well as other series including 
19th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of- 
print and important books and catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320)685-3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: coins@cloudnet.com 

************* 

RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Tumberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793 - 1857" 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and the 1999 NLG 
"Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and updated information on all 
business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse descriptions are provided for each die state. 
Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission sequence revision, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data 
for each variety, references to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3- 
inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00 postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 

BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 PO Box 46135 Seattle, WA 98146 

BmcKivor@, iuno.com or Co pperman@Thecoppercomer.com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder" tokens. Evasions, 19th Century 
tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACer’s receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE - www.Thecoppercomer.com. 

************* 
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RON GUTH, EAC #444 


P.O. Box 900 


LaJolla, CA 92038 
ron@coinfacts.com 


For FREE information about U.S. Copper Coins (including Colonials, Half Cents, and Large Cents) 
please visit the CoinFacts website at www.coinfacts.com. Our goal (lofty as it may seem) is to illustrate 
and describe every known variety of every U.S. coin. Use the site as a FREE resource and if you have 
images or information to contribute, I'd love to hear from you. 

************* 

ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 

I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This service includes the variety 
designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. The information is 
recorded on a personalized 2x2 card that accompanies each coin. Price for the service is $1 per coin, plus 
return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

New book available: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 is ready for delivery. 
Every known die variety and die state of 1840 — 1857 large cents I fully described, with additional rarity 
information for rare die states. Deluxe hardbound, 464 pages, over 100 photographs. Price is $100 postpaid. 
Autographed on request. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 95 1988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 


************* 

What others think of "The CENT Book": Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a warm, 
human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a thing. I 
am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I would 
expect from J DW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch and 

keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


BILL NOYES, EAC #353 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

PENNY PRICES 

A GUIDE TO THE VALUE OF 1793 - 1857 LARGE CENTS AND HALF CENTS 

AVAILABLE FROM THE AUTHOR 
FOR $38 POSTPAID (MEDIA MAIL) OR $40 FIRST CLASS 


************* 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513)771-0696 


box of 1000 

$3.50 

$3.50 

$8.50 per 1000 


#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets 

Xylol 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q— tips 
Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q— tips 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner Sorry - 1 do not have any more 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings 

Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer 

Heavy Duty 281b Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes Colors Gray, White, or Brown 
$4.25 per 100 $18.00 per 500 $34.00 per 1000 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample 

VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic 


$7.00 pkg of 250 $2.50 


$34.00 

$16.00 


Send SASE for Samples 
Fit inside 
$25.00 pkg of 100 
best glass 


$44.00 each with cord 


Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37 pgs 


Add $4.50 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS. 
You must give a street address. 


************* 

Yours for the cost of UPS shipping, to your address, plus $10.00, the Penny-Wise issues from Vol. #1, 
Issue #1, of 9/15/67 to Dec. of 2003, and more. (138 plus). 

For specific details write to: Thomas M. Barosko, EAC #1969 

P.O. Box 205 

Fox Lake, IL 60020-0205 

Please include a S.A.S.E. 




TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


P.O. BOX 39001 


Omaha, NE 68139 
(402) 895-3065 


S-241 

R1 

VF35 

$2950 

Stemless. Brown with choice, glossy surfaces. Condition Census 
#10. A-w- 

S— 243 

R2 

VF25 

$1100 

Stemless. Brown with smooth surfaces. LDS, with a rim cud over 
TY and a second cud at 2:00 A+ 


Send name and address to receive free price lists or go to: EarlyAmericanCoppers.com 

************* 


GARRY APELIAN, EAC #2686 9 1 0 Revere Road 

WANTED 

Wanted: All Braided Half Cents in grades AG — VF. 

Wanted: All Braided Large Cents in grades AG - VF. 

1 need coins unattributed or attributed. Let me know what you have. 

************* 
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Glenview, IL 60025 
(847)414-8879 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 


P.O. BOX 2018 


Arlington, VA 22202 
(703)979-1942 


1801 

NC4 

VG-10 

FINEST KNOWN, R7 variety, EXCESSIVELY RARE, Noyes plate 

$12,500 

1824/2 

N— 1 

ANACS 

Vf-30/25 EAC, chocolate, bold overdate 

295 

1824/2 

N— 5 

R4 plus 

Fine, dent obverse, net GD-6 

125 

1839/6 

ANACS 

F— 15 

Die State II, crack to nose, two tone brown 

1,050 

1839/6 

PCGS 

VF-20 

Ex-Robinson Brown, Jr. Die State III, bisecting crack 

2,500 

1840 

N3 


Small Date, MS-62 RB/58 plus 

275 

1842 

N-2 


Small Date, AU-50 chocolate brown, Grellman card, bold details 

325 

1847 

N— 26 


Earlier state, NGC MS— 66 BN, plenty of red/63 

1,350 

Postage, any item, $5.00. 


*************** 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 Box 570 Wilbraham, MA 01095 

Large Cents for sale. All are average to choice. e-mail: Setcoin@mail.com 

Write for complete descriptions and prices on any interested pieces: 


1841 1846 1848 


N5 

F 

N1 

VF+ 

N13 

VF+ 


1842 

N4 

F 

N17 

XF 

N2 

VF 

N18 

XF 

N25 

VF 


1843 

N19 

F 



N8 

VF 



1850 


1844 



N3 

VF 

N1 

VF 






1850 1852 1854 


N22 

VF 

N7 

VF 

N10 

VF+ 

N26 

VF 

N9,22 

XF 

N14 

VF 





N18 

XF 

1851 

1853 

N20 

VF 

N22 

F 

N6 

VF 



N25 

VF 

N12 

XF 



N40 

VG 

N24 

VF 




1856 

N1 AU 
Nil XF 


************* 


EAC REGION 3 MEETING, BALTIMORE 


Bill Eckberg 


Region 3 met on Saturday March 13 at the Baltimore show. The following members and 
were in attendance: 

Ray Williams 

Alan Anthony 

David Palmer 

Mike Packard 

Susan Eckberg 

Greg Fitzgibbon 

Dan Van Voorhis 

John Brady 

Enoch Blackwell 

Ed Fox 

Frank Goss 

Mark Switzer 

Gregg Silvis 

Don Neiman 
Bill Eckberg 

Bret Dudek 


We managed to find a room, although the one that was scheduled for our meeting was 
chained. There being no reports of recent cherrypicks, the main topic of conversation was the 
upcoming EAC convention in San Diego. Only a small number of those in attendance were 
planning the long trip west. There was some discussion of the hospitality evening having 
corporate sponsorship; also of the Sale and its process, and of the Jon Lusk proposals concerning 
the archiving of P-W on CD. There was also brief discussion of the upcoming ByLaws vote. A 
few interesting and unusual pieces were passed around--a flying eagle large cent pattern, a 
foldover doublestruck large cent (courtesy of the Gallery Mint Museum), and a 10-star 1853 half 
cent. 


************* 
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THE 


CENT 


BOOK 


1816-1839 




JOHN D. WEIGHT 




Give him/her a 

VE<R? SOCIAL giFt 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 


Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
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1/200 HALF CENT COLLECTION SURVEY 
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1/200 HALF CENT COLLECTION SURVEY 
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NAME TO USE TO IDENTIFY YOUR COLLECTION IN THE SURVEY, EXAMPLES: ED MASUOKA, MARYLAND COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION NAME: 

NAME AND ADDRESS FOR MAILING THE SURVEY 


NAME: 


STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

NAME AND ADDRESS FOR COLLECTOR DIRECTORY (OPTIONAL) Leave blank if you do not want to be listed) 
NAME: 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

PHONE NUMBER (Fill in if you want this listed in the Directory) 

E-mail Address (Fill in if you want this listed in the Directory) 

MAIL COMPLETED SURVEY FORM TO: 


EDWARD MASUOKA 
15902 SHERWOOD AVENUE 
LAUREL, MD 20707 
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HERITAGE NUMI 

THE WES RASMUSSEN COLLECTI 

to be aucti 



American Coppers, assembled 
an incredible collection of more 
than 750 Large Cents, virtually 
complete by die marriage from 
1793 to 1839, Condition Census 
coins. Coins of superlative 
Quality, of incredible rarity. Plate 
coins. Coins with impressive 
pedigrees, from the famous early 
American copper collections of 
Dr. William H. Sheldon, 

R.E. Naftzger Jr. , and 
Robinson S. Brown ]r. 

Coins that will soon be available 
for your bidding consideration. 

Ifyou too wish to sellyour Large 
Cents and other desirable 
numismatic properties, 
please contact one of our 
Consignment Directors for 
details about the incredible 
opportunity presented by our 
FUN 2005 Auction. 


1793 Liberty Cap VF 20 PCGS 
Sheldon-13, Low R.4 



1794 “Fallen 4” AU 50 
Sheldon-63, FL 3 
Ex: Mayflower, Kissner, Halpern 



1801 Corrected Fraction 100/000 
MS 63 Brown NGC 
Sheldon-221, R.2, CC-2 (tied) 



1793 Liberty Cap VG 8 
Sheldon-15, Low R.7, CC-3 
Ex: Kuntz; Frankenfield 
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1793 Liberty 
Sheldon-16, High 
Ex: Brand, Hines, S 


Bush, Y 



1794 No Fraction Bar XF 45 
Sheldon-64, Low R.5 
Ex: MacDonald 


1799/8 F 
NC-1, High R.7, 
Ex: Gaskill, Shi 





1802 Stemless Wreath MS 60+ 
Sheldon-231, R.1 
CC-2 (tied) 


1807 “Come 
Perfect Date, Small 
Sheldon-271 





HERITAGE 

Numismatic Auctions, Inc. 

1-800-872-6467 
1-800-US COINS 


Consignor Hotline: Ext 222 
24-hour voicemail. 

Call today! 


181 7 “Mouse” Variety AU 55 
N-7b, R.3 


1817 AU 50 
N-12, R.3 

Ex: Sheldon, Blaisdell 



1822 Fine 12 

N-14, High R.7, Finest Known 
The Discovery Coin 
Ex: Robinson Brown 


1819 /> 
N-5, High R. 
Ex: New Netherlam 



1823 AU 50 
N-2b, R.2 


1827 > 
N-10, High 
Ex: R.S. Carter, Gr 


IATIC AUCTIONS, INC. 

N OF UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 

ed at FUN 2005 



1800/1798 MS 65 Red and Brown PCGS 
Sheldon-190, R.3, Finest Known 
Ex: Beckwith, Naftzger 



1794 Head of 1793 Fine 12 
Sheldon-18A, High R.6 
CC-3 (tied) 

Ex: Colvin, Naftzger 



1794 “Wheel Spoke” Reverse Good 6 
Sheldon-33, High R.6 
Ex: Van Cleave 




1794 Fine 15 
Sheldon-37, High R.6 
CC-3 (tied) 

Ex: Van Cleave, Naftzger 


1800/179 Overdate MS 60+ 
Sheldon-193, R.4, Finest Known 
Ex: New Netherlands, Sheldon 


1801 Three Error Reverse MS 63 
Sheldon-219, R.2, Finest Known 
Ex: Sheldon, Naftzger 



1807/6 Small Overdate VF 25 1810/9 MS 62 1811/10 AU 55 

Sheldon-272, Low R. 5, CC-4 Sheldon-281 , R.1 , High CC Sheldon-286, R.3 

Tied for Finest Known 



1820 Small Date AU 55 
N-6, R.4, CC-2 
Ex: DuPont, Naftzger 



1834 Proof 63 
N-7, Proof-Only Variety 
The Discovery Coin 
Ex: Mougey, Sleicher, Newcomb, Starr 



1820 MS 60+ 

N-7, High R.2, Finest Known 


1838 AU 55 

N-15, High R.6, Finest Known 
The Discovery Coin 
Ex: Bashlow, Starr 



1821 MS 60+ 

N-2b, R.1 

Ex: Chapman 6/27/14, Bobbe, Naftzger 


1839 Booby Head XF45 
N-15, High R.6, CC-2 
Ex: Helfenstein, Starr 








HERITAGE NUMISMATIC AUCTIONS, INC 

cordially invites EAC members to preview 

THE WES RASMUSSEN 
COLLECTION OF 
UNITED STATES 
LARGE CENTS 

April 15-17, 2004 at EAC - San Diego 


and to attend a cocktail and dinner reception honoring 
Wes Rasmussen 


April 15, 2004 
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 


Marriott Mission Valley 
Poolside 

San Diego, California 


AMERICA'S #1 NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


Numismatic Auctions, Inc 


3500 Maple Avenue, 17th Floor 
Dallas, Texas 7521.9-3941 
1-800-US COINS (800) 872-6467 
www.HeritageCoins.cdm • e-mail: Bid@HeritageCoins.com 
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